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Meetings  2018: 
 

April 17: The Modern 
Kitchen Garden - Barry 
Newman. 
 

May 15: Rethinking  
Pesticides: the work of 
PAN UK - Nick Mole of 
Pesticides Action Net-
work UK. 
 

May 26, 10.30 am-12.00 - 
PLANT SALE (setting 
up 25 May, 5.00-9 pm.) 
 

June 19: Permanent & 
Seasonal Planting for 
Pots and Containers - 
Andy McIndoe 
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Newsletter Editors: 

Jo Adams, Pat Winter, 
Marilyn High 

Contact Jo   69 Wish Road, 
Hove BN3 4LN.  

Tel: 01273 723695 
poppyjosiejo@gmail.com 

EVENTS 

Sat/Sun, 7/8th April,  

11am-4pm. Great Dixter 

Spring Plant Fair. Entry 

included in Garden entry 

ticket £9.50. 

Sunday, 15 April, 2-

5.30pm: Newtimber 

Place, open garden for 

NGS. Entry £5. 
 

Sunday, 29 April, 9am-12 

noon. Dig It, BBC South 

gardeners’ question 

time, live from South 

Downs Heritage Centre, 

Hassocks (see p.2). 

NGS Yellow Books  
giving details of Open  

Gardens will be available 

to pick up at our meetings. 

http://hovegardeningclub.co.uk  
 

OUTINGS: There will be two pick up points for outings: one at the 

bottom of Glebe Villas as usual, plus St Helen’s Green in Hangleton, 

which may be more convenient for members who drive as on-street park-

ing is available. 

TUESDAY, 24 APRIL:  SISSINGHURST - a few spaces left. 
Inclusive cost: HGC members with NT membership: £12, non-NT members £23;   

non-HGC members £2 extra.   To be paid by 17 April meeting.  Depart 10am corner 

Glebe Villas/New Church Road, then 10.20am at corner of  Northease Drive/Hangleton 

Way. Please be there 10 minutes before. Arrive Sissinghurst 12 noon, leaving 4.30pm,  

arrive back about 6pm, dropping first at Hangleton then Glebe Villas.  

WEDS 27 JUNE: CHICHESTER HARBOUR BOAT TRIP, THEN WEST DEAN  

GARDENS: Inclusive cost: HGC members £26, non-HGC member £28. Includes coach, 

boat trip, driver’s tip, entry to West Dean Gardens. To be paid by Tuesday, 19 June 

meeting.   Depart 8.50am, Glebe Villas, 9.00am Northease Drive. Please be there 10 

mins before.  Arriving at The Ship Inn, Itchenor, for 10.30am sailing, returning about 

12 noon, then on to West Dean Gardens, arriving there about 12.45pm. Leaving 

4.30pm, back in Hove 5.30-6.00pm, depending on traffic, dropping off first at Northease 

Drive, then Glebe Villas.  Booking at March meeting, or Viv:  viviennej@live.co.uk. 

Tuesday, 25 September: Salutation Gardens, Kent.           More details to follow.  

PLANT  SALE - SATURDAY, 26 MAY - NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

Most of you will be aware that we decided to change the date of the Plant Sale as 

Prince Harry decided to get married on our original choice, 19th May. As that is also 

Cup Final Day, we felt a little outgunned, and moved our event to the following week. 

We have many faithful customers for our Plant Sale and, following our move to 

Portslade Town Hall, we will try and ensure maximum publicity so that people know 

where to find us this year and, hopefully, we may attract buyers from a wider area.  

Posters will soon be available for members to put up at home and/or in their cars. 

So, please do us proud as usual: grow plants from seed or cut-

tings and pot up surplus plants - vegetables, perennials, annuals, 

shrubs and house plants. There will be a gardening bric-a-brac 

stall (no plastic pots) and a baked goods stall - cakes, biscuits, 

savoury items. 

Help is needed in getting publicity out there, plus on the evening 

before for setting up (from 5pm) and, of course, on the day itself, 

manning the stalls and we will also be selling teas and coffees. 

Last but not least, we need help with clearing up afterwards.  

We know and are sorry that many members 

have been experiencing difficulty in hear-

ing the speakers because of poor acoustics.  

We are working to make improvements  

and have spoken to the Sound Technician 

who deals with such things for Brighton & 

Hove Council. He has been very helpful 

and has said that he will be making 

some changes to improve the system 

installed at the Town Hall in time for 

our April meeting including, as we 

understand it, integrating the hearing loop. 

So, please bear with us, we hope things will 

improve shortly.  

SOUND SYSTEM AT PORTSLADE TOWN HALL 
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 PHOTO COMPETITION FOR JANUARY 2018   

 Lines   2. Autumn Tints 3.  Garden Wildlife 

 
 

Photos are displayed at the January party and members choose the winners.   

Have your camera ready, set your imagination free and interpret the categories how you will. 

Rules: Photos should be no more than 5" x 7" in size and unframed.   

Please write your name on the back. Members may each enter only one photo per category.  

DIG-IT:  On Sunday, 29th April, the BBC DIG-IT team will be broadcasting their Sunday morning  

gardeners’ question time (9am to 12noon) live from the South Downs Heritage Centre, Hassocks. 

 Anyone interested should contact 01273-845232 (The Budding Foundation)  asking for promotions, or email  

promotions@tatesgardencentres.co.uk. Jim Buttress will be on the panel, plus hopefully Tom Brown (Head  

Gardener, Parham Park) and another guest. 

POLLINATION PROJECT:  

Farmland butterflies have declined between 2000 and 

2009 by 58%. Pollinator decline is due 

to disease, poor diet because of 

monoculture and pesticides, including 

unregulated domestic use. 

Team  PollinATE from  the University 

of Sussex are asking for volunteers to help them 

answer these questions: Which insects pollinate crops 

in urban areas? How much food can small urban 

growing spaces produce? And which are the most 

common pests, and how are they controlled? 

 

Volunteers help answer these questions by: 

 Counting pollinators in their growing space 

 Tracking their harvests 

 Keeping pest-control diaries. 
 

Allotment holders and community gardeners have 

provided a lot of interesting data in 2017, but the team 

would like to extend it to people with gardens. They 

have devised ways to make it simple to record this 

information, no specialist knowledge required. If you 

would like to help, visit their website: 

www.teampollinate.co.uk.  

TIPS ON SECATEURS - Pat Winter 

All gardeners need a good pair of secateurs. When the 

old pair has given up the ghost (or if, like me, you 

leave it on the front wall, and it walks!), buy a well 

designed pair that you will enjoy using and that will 

last for decades.  
 

But first do a bit of homework: look at reviews on line 

(e.g. reviews by Good Housekeeping, Which?, The 

Independent newspaper etc.). You need not pay more 

than £15 for the Which? two Best Buys:  

 Darlac Compound Action Pruners DP 332, £13,  

a 93% score, recommended for painful hands. 

 

 Darlac Expert Bypass Pruners DP 1033, £14,59,  

an 86% score, recommended for smaller hands. 
 

If your old pair was of good quality in the first place, 

maybe it can be sharpened. At  £18.99, the nifty little 

Lakeland Swiss knife sharpener is pricey, but will sort 

out all the other blades in the house, too. Again, see 

what others say about it before spending your money. 
 

Failing these options, if you don’t have 

loppers and are tackling tough twigs or 

branches, hold the handles at their 

extremities: you’ll be surprised how 

much less effort it takes when you grip as far away 

from the blades as possible. 

 

GROW VEG ON THE KITCHEN WINDOWSILL    

One of the questions raised by members at the February meeting  

was what vegetables could be grown on a kitchen windowsill.  

Some suggestions were made and here’s a few that we thought of: 

Herbs - mint, basil, coriander, parsley; micro-leaves - baby salad 

leaves picked when tiny, nutritious and tasty; chillies; dwarf tomato plants; mushrooms 

from a kit; radishes (fast growing and easy), spinach; bean sprouts; cress. 

No doubt you can think of others. Just give them plenty of light, warmth and water. Happy eating.  

Cat in the Garden? 

mailto:promotions@tatesgardencentres.co.uk
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MARION’S QUIZ 

1. Before Wisley, where was the RHS garden situated? 

2. Which gardener kept his designs in a series of “Red Books”? 

3. What is Xeriscaping?      Answers on p.4. 

SEAFORD GARDENS - A “YELLOW BOOK” VISIT - Marilyn High 

One sunny afternoon in July 2017, three gardens in Seaford were open for 

charity. 

Lavender Cottage could be described as a horticultural Tardis, having a great 

variety of plants squeezed into a relatively small space. Memorable specimens 

were two fabulous Hydrangeas, one a cobalt blue mophead, the other a lacecap in 

shades of deep mauve. 

In Cupani Garden, lush foliage, contrasting leaf colours and textures abound, 

with height variation achieved through the use of sweet pea obelisks, trees, 

shrubs and climbers. 

A much larger garden at 34 Chyngton 

Road comprised several garden rooms. 

One of these is accessed via a clematis-

adorned archway and, once inside, 

hollyhocks, hemerocallis, crocosmias, 

dahlias, cannas, roses and many other colourful plants excite the senses. 

All of these gardens, plus Seaford Community Garden, will be open 

again this year on Sunday, 17 June, from 12 to 5pm. A cost of £6 to visit 

all the gardens makes this a great value afternoon outing. 

Copies of the NGS Yellow Book for 2018 can be picked up at the “sign in” table at our meetings. 

GARDENING AND PLASTICS USE AND 

RE-USE 

David Attenborough has inspired many of us to think 

about our use of plastics. The Hove Gardening Club, for 

instance, uses cups that are fully recyclable and our 

plastic wine “glasses” can be re-used at least 100 times, 

which should do us for the foreseeable future!   

I think guiltily of throwing away all that plastic food 

packaging destined for landfill, and expect one day to 

think of it as I do about tobacco! Only it’s the natural 

world, not me, that plastic is likely to harm. 

So what about the 500 million plant pots 

and trays we in the UK buy every year? 

Quite a lot of them can be recycled. 

Look at the base: if you see the triangle 

logo of three arrows, it’s recyclable. The 

capital letters next to the logo indicate the type of 

plastic – most pots are PP or polypropylene, and some 

trays are PS, polystyrene. 

A HGC member gave me a stack of pots – all 

beautifully washed – to fill for the Plant Sale, so for  

the umpteenth year I don’t need to buy any. You may 

know someone who wants your spares, but if not, some  

garden centres will recycle them. A quick survey of 

local chains shows the following. Notcutts in Ditchling 

do recycle, Haskins at Angmering will have their 

recycling facility reorganised by late March, Wyevale 

in Brighton are planning to set up recycling. Tates HQ 

say their centres (including Mayberry and South 

Downs) do not recycle, though they pack up some of 

their own plastic waste for recycling. 

 So, when you visit your garden centre, take some 

pots with the logo, and if they don’t recycle, suggest 

the idea to them.  

 Ask a committee member to announce a request for 

pots (and the sizes you want) rather than buy more.  

 Use cardboard tubes, e.g. for sweet peas, and if 

you’re handy, make seed pots from newspaper, 

following the YouTube video: diy newspaper pots 

for seed starting/cuttings. It gives you pots 2¾in 

square by 3in deep. 

  If you have to buy some, Plantpak sell pots made 

from recycled plastic, and Gardman offer 80 6cm-

square  

peat-free fibre pots for £4.99 on line. They can go 

straight into the soil or be composted.  

     Pat Winter 



 

 

 

HOVE  

GARDENING 

CLUB 

 

PRESIDENT: Chris Thornton-Clough 
VICE-PRESIDENTS: Ann Norman, Carol Fitzgerald 

 

CHAIR: Marion King  
TREASURER: Vivienne Shearer  

SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER: Pat Winter  

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Jacky Holt   

VICE CHAIR/NEWSLETTER: Jo Adams  

RAFFLE: Joyce Goble    

REFRESHMENTS/NEWSLETTER:  

Marilyn High  

SPEAKERS/DEP.SEC./SWAP TABLE: 

Tessa Lindop  
 

WEBSITE: hovegardeningclub.co.uk 

MEETINGS 

THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

7.30 PM (DOORS OPEN FROM 6.45 PM) 

PORTSLADE TOWN HALL 

VICTORIA ROAD, PORTSLADE 
 

 

 

 

COMPETITION ENTRIES MUST BE IN PLACE BY 7.00PM 
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Don't forget, the 'ANY QUESTIONS' box will be 

on the exhibit table each month and questions will 

be read out after the talk, in the hope that somebody 

will know the answer. If not, we will endeavour to 

find out for the next meeting. Test our experts. 

GREEN FINGERS  

by Pat Winter 

 

In January a friend spoke of her surprise when her 

mature Rosemary bush suddenly shrivelled and died.  

It prompted me to take a cutting of my old bush: I’d 

really miss roast lamb with Rosemary (and garlic)!  

I cut a little branch, pinched out the lower leaves and 

the top shoot, and left it in water on the kitchen 

windowsill for 3 or 4 weeks, when a ring of about 6 

roots appeared at its end.  

I planted it in peat-free compost in a clear plastic pint 

‘glass’ so as to see the developing roots (holes in the 

base made with a heated skewer) and put a small clear 

plastic pot upside down on top to retain moist air 

round the shoot. Imagine my surprise when more roots 

appeared in a ring just above the soil surface! (Clearly 

no need for rooting powder.) So in went more 

compost. And then, even more roots appeared just 

above the soil: it was high time to remove the yogurt 

pot. My new plant is now flourishing. 

We know Mint is easy to root, but who would imagine 

Rosemary, a Mediterranean native, could root so 

readily in winter? It seems you can also propagate 

other plants such as Basil and Lavender in this way. 

Propagating like this means we don’t lose our garden 

herbs, and they’d be welcomed by friends (and, of 

course, for the Plant Sale, too). 
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WINNERS AT THE JANUARY PARTY 
COMPETITIONS: 

There were a lot of wonderful photos in the three 

categories. People had come up with many creative and 

imaginative interpretations, but the members finally 

made their choices: 
 

                Lyn Burrows -   

         Patterns in Nature:       

    cactus at Kew 

 

  

Chris Thornton-Clough - 

Frost at Saddlescombe Farm 

 

 Chris Redknap - 

    Moss on “bug hotels”  

        at Washington Old        

            Vicarage. 

 

 

Table Decoration: 
 

Janet Faulks’ take on  

A Winter Woodland Scene 


