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Diary  
Meetings  2018: 

 July 17: Garden Sage - a 
nurseryman’s adventure  

- Ed Nugent 

August 21: 10 Years at the 
Salutation Gardens  

- Steve Edney 

September 11: 50 Greys of 
Shade - Colin Moat 

Events  

June 23, 11am:  
Secret Garden:   AGM  & 

talk by ‘Pete the Pond’’;    
June 30, 12-1pm:  
Strawberry Festival 

July 7-8:, 10.30-5pm:  
Parham Garden  

Weekend - plant stalls, 
talks, demonstrations 

July 14: 12-6pm  
WISHFEST, Wish Park 
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THE COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP!  
The Committee is shrinking:  while the Club has record  

numbers of members, the Committee has fewer people. In the 

past, we have had 12+ committee members, now there are 

eight. One or two people who have been on the committee for 

many years will be standing down at the AGM and, for the 

club to keep going, we will need new committee members. 

As our 60th Anniversary approaches, we are appealing to you to help keep the club  

running and to shape the way it works. A look inside the back cover of the Schedule 

shows that currently many of us are having to cover two or three jobs.   

A list giving brief details of each role is available on the signing-in table. No particular 

expertise is required, we are all amateurs and learn as we go. Even if you felt you could 

only commit to one year, this would help. Also, some of the tasks could be done with-

out having to commit to being at monthly committee meetings, so do please consider 

finding out about these. 

We should mention that we do actually enjoy what we do, we have fun, laughter and a 

sense of satisfaction. 

A list outlining details of committee roles can be picked up from the signing-in  

table, then please contact anyone on the committee to let us know if you are  

interested in helping - no commitment - or to ask any questions.  Thank you.   

NEXT YEAR’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS  

It’s hard to believe, hardly a wrinkle showing, but in 2019 the Club will be celebrating 

60 years of happy gardening since West Hove & District Horticultural Society, as it was 

then, was born in 1959. Do you have any ideas of how we should mark our Diamond 

year? We have our thinking caps on and Tessa is lining up some superb speakers, but we 

would appreciate hearing any ideas you may have.   

PLANT  SALE - 26 MAY  
This year we reached a new record with takings of  

over £1,500 (expenses such as rent and publicity to be 

deducted). 

We need not have worried that people wouldn’t know 

where the Plant Sale would be held this year. A queue 

started forming early, snaked down the road, doubled 

back and spread into the car park. When the doors opened, 

a tidal wave of buyers flooded in. The lovely sunny 

weather no doubt helped.  
 

The relatively few plants left over - we seemed to have a 

glut of tomatoes this year - plus bric-a-brac, went to  

Emmaus in Portslade, who were pleased to have them.  

           The hall one minute after opening at 10am 

Thanks to 

all those 

Members 

who con-

tributed   

in whatever 

way - by 

growing 

plants,  

baking, 

donating bric-a-brac, and all who helped with setting up 

and on the day, including clearing up afterwards. Your 

efforts contributed a welcome boost to our funds. 

IMPORTANT - DATE CHANGE FOR SEPTEMBER MEETING  

The meeting, with Colin Moat talking on ‘50 Greys of Shade’ will now be held on Tuesday, 11th September. 

Unfortunately, Portslade Town Hall had a prior booking for a Blood Donor session on the 18th September.  

Colin will be bringing shade-loving plants to sell. We apologise for any inconvenience, this is beyond our control. 
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 PHOTO COMPETITION FOR JANUARY 2019 

 Lines   2. Autumn Tints 3.  Garden Wildlife 

 
 

Photos are displayed at the January party and members choose the winners.   

Have your camera ready, set your imagination free and interpret the 

categories how you will. 

Rules: Photos should be no more than 5" x 7" in size and unframed.  Please write your name on the back. 

Members may each enter only one photo per category.  

OUTINGS: There will be two pick up points for outings: one at the bottom of Glebe Villas  

as usual, plus Northease Drive, near St Helen’s Green in Hangleton, which may be more 

convenient for members who drive as on-street parking is available. 

WEDS 27 JUNE: CHICHESTER HARBOUR BOAT TRIP, THEN WEST DEAN GARDENS 

(NOW FULLY BOOKED):    Depart 8.50am from Glebe Villas, 9.00am Northease Drive. Please be there 10 

minutes before departure.   

After the talk by Head Gardener of Salutation Gardens, Steve Edney, in August, 

we have arranged a visit on TUESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER TO THE SALUTATION GARDENS, KENT:    

Cost including coach, driver’s tip, garden entry and afternoon tea & cake: Members £21, Guests £23.   

Depart 9am from Glebe Villas, 9.10am Northease Drive. Please be there 10 minutes before departure.  

We arrive approx. 11am for walk and lunch in historic town of Sandwich, visiting the garden in the afternoon.  

CHRIS REDKNAP - SECRET GARDENS 
 

More Secret Gardens:  Following our February meeting 

when we learnt about a very local secret garden behind 

St Leonard’s Church, you may be interested to read a 

recently published book which is about some very 

different secret gardens. ‘The Secret Gardeners  - 

Britain's creatives reveal their private sanctuaries’ is 

by Victoria Summerley, with photographs by Hugh 

Rittson Thomas. The gardens include plantaholic 

paradises, city and countryside retreats, romantic 

riversides and grand estates. Twenty-five celebrity 

gardeners give us access to an amazing range of 

incredible gardens, but among my favourites are those 

of Cameron Mackintosh and his partner, also those of 

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and Pru Leith.  
 

The RRP is £30 but it is available from The Book 

People at £14.99.    

 

 

Cat in the Garden? 

DATA PROTECTION 
Have you heard about the new Data Protection Law?  It’s a law which puts you firmly in 

charge of your personal information and we’re all affected by it.   One of the biggest changes 

is ‘assumed consent’ has changed to ‘informed consent’ so you have to opt in to being 

contacted by us rather than us assuming you want to be contacted. 

At Hove Gardening Club we already ask permission to hold your personal data when you complete the annual 

membership form. We also ask you how you would like to receive the quarterly Newsletter. Below you'll find a 

recent update to the Hove Gardening Club website which advises members how their personal data is used.  

Your personal data: The new Data Protection Law (GDPR) came into effect on May 25th 2018. We are 

committed to protecting your personal information and being transparent about what we do with it. Our 

annual membership application form advises members that their personal data is held on our computer 

records and is used for club mailing purposes only.    Jacky Holt, Membership Secretary 

A LOVELY DAY AT SISSINGHURST 

Our trip to Sissinghurst in May was a very enjoyable 

one, we had some sunshine and it only started to rain 

when we boarded the coach for the return journey.  

Several members were intrigued by a tree with small, 

white flowers growing in the White Garden. This was 

a Pyrus salicifolia Pendula, known as Willow Leaf 

Pear. There was also a beautiful peony called Paeonia 

mlokosewitschii.  

Another interesting feature 

was some graffiti carved in 

the walls. These were 

some long lost drawings 

by French prisoners during 

the time when Sissinghurst 

was a prison over 250 years ago during the 7 Year War.  
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MARION’S QUIZ 

1. To which family does the Asphodel belong? 

2. Which garden poppy is notorious for its narcotic properties? 

3. What did Barry Newman suggest on how to grow butternut squashes? Answers on p.4. 

ENTERING COMPETITIONS 

Have you ever thought about entering the monthly 

competition? Here’s my story: 

I was in one of those frames of mind, you know, where 

you have a hundred things to do but you don’t fancy 

doing any of them. You procrastinate, you make 

excuses, make a cup of tea and still do nothing. 

Actually it’s just about how you’re feeling at the time 

isn’t it.  

‘I know’ I said to myself......‘I’m going to enter the 

gardening club competition’ which is something I’ve 

often thought but never quite got around to.  My mind 

was made up about entering but further decisions lay 

ahead. What category to enter? What shall I submit? 

Would it be good enough? I quite fancied one of the 

cooking categories as I like cakes and biscuits, besides 

there was nothing much growing in the garden and my 

garden’s a mess anyway with far too much bindweed! 

There is was, decision made, 3 shortbread biscuits.  

I took half an hour to make the biscuits with ingredients 

I already had in the cupboard so on the Tuesday 

evening I cycled, avoiding potholes, with my three little 

biscuits nestling on a doyly on a china plate (the doyly 

might sway the judges, I thought). I bought a 

competition entry from one of the friendly judges (4 for 

£1) and lay my offering on the table. Couldn’t help 

eyeing the competition, the other biscuit entries looked 

much crumblier and more golden than mine but never 

mind, I’ve actually taken part, that’s the main thing.  

You want to know the outcome don’t you?  

Before I do that, I wanted to say it only took me half an 

hour to make the biscuits, I felt a great sense of 

involvement and it was fun! There are lots of categories 

to choose from and they are seasonal so they don’t need 

to cost the earth.  

Why not have a go and enter a category yourself? 

I was delighted to win the 

competition category so now 

when I bake shortbread for 

friends they are keenly 

reminded that my gift is 

‘award winning’! 

  Jacky Holt 

MARTLETS HOSPICE - GARDENING VOLUNTEERS 

‘Sow and Grow’ is a weekly gardening group for patients and carers at the Martlets Hospice in Wayfield Avenue, 

Hove. It is held every Thursday from 10.30am-1.30pm from April to September . 

They are looking for volunteers able to help for three hours on a weekly or fortnightly basis. A sheet giving 

details is available from Jacky, our Membership Secretary, on the signing-in table; also some flyers about 

volunteering at the Martlets generally. We have a limited supply of these leaflets so please only take one if you 

are interested in finding out about volunteering, or share one with others. 

If you would like to apply to volunteer in any capacity, you can fill in a registration form on their website: 

www.themartlets.org.uk. 

IN MEMORIAM   

We were sad to hear that 

Carol Fitzgerald, Vice-

President and former 

Treasurer, died in May. We 

will miss her friendly smile. 

Carol had been a Member of 

the Club for very many years 

and was a very efficient 

Treasurer. She was less able 

to attend meetings in the past 

year or so due to health 

problems.   

PLANTING TIPS  
Here’s a tip if you plan to dig up plants to divide or 

move them: check the weather forecast first, and pick a 

time before a spell of dull or rainy days, preferably with 

little or no wind. Then your plants will have the best 

chance of settling in. 

Plants transplanted before a hot, windy 

spell can dry out and die, even if 

you’ve watered the soil well. If there is 

unexpected hot weather, put a cloche 

or plastic bag over the plants to retain 

their moisture until they show signs of 

new growth, which will indicate that 

the roots have recovered.   Pat Winter 
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VICTORIA ROAD, PORTSLADE 
 

 

 

 

COMPETITION ENTRIES MUST BE IN PLACE BY 7.00PM 
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Don't forget, the 'ANY QUESTIONS' box will be 

on the exhibit table each month and questions will 

be read out after the talk, in the hope that somebody 

will know the answer. If not, we will endeavour to 

find out for the next meeting. Test our experts. 

LEONARDSLEE GARDENS, LOWER BEEDING 
Leonardslee has postponed its opening until January 

2019. Further details can be found on their website:  

leonardsleegardens.co.uk. 
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   Members who attended April's  highly 

informative talk by Barry Newman on the subject of 

The Modern Kitchen Garden may recall some of his 

many useful hints and tips. Here are just a few: 

 Don't use paving slabs or grass to surround raised 

beds. Slugs and snails can get under slabs, and easily 

travel over grass. An ideal material for this purpose is 

bark or wood chips. 

 Growbags are often cheaper than multi-purpose 

compost, but are quite shallow in depth. Before using 

a growbag, shake the bag vigorously, so that the 

compost occupies about  two-thirds of the bag.  Tuck 

the empty third underneath the bag. This results in 

about a four inch depth of compost in which to plant. 

 Use Growing Rings in growbags. Let the plant grow 

first, then slip the growing ring around it. Back-fill 

tomatoes in growing rings to the top of the ring. 

Alternatively, use large diameter plastic tubes 

(sewage piping is ideal) around tomatoes or dahlias. 

 Don't over-fertilise containers. Too strong a solution 

acts almost like a weedkiller, and slows down 

growth. Feed only 

sparingly, not every 

week. 

 Grow courgettes and 

squashes vertically.  

Hunter Butternut 

squash  

is an excellent choice. 

 Vegetables can be 

integrated with 

flowers, and looks 

attractive. Try mixing Fennel and Swiss Chard with 

Coleus or Monarda, or Monarda with Kale and 

Runner Beans. 

 In Barry's opinion, the best cherry tomato is Sungold. 

When a truss has produced 14 fruits, prune off the 

end of the truss, which encourages fruit to set and 

ripen. 

SPEAKERS’ CORNER 
Notes by Marilyn High  

 Rotate containers which are in open ground by a quarter 

of a turn every so often, as north facing plants won't 

grow as well as those in a sunnier aspect. In this way, 

you will achieve more of a 3-D effect. 

 An ideal planting mix for containers is 60% soil and 

40% multi-purpose compost. 

SOUND SYSTEM AT  

PORTSLADE TOWN HALL 

Thanks to Chris Pugh of Brighton & Hove City 

Council, we are overcoming the problems 

experienced. Chris has been very helpful, improving 

the sound system at Portslade Town Hall and 

integrating the hearing loop. He has even turned up 

before and after meetings to help us set up,  

Our biggest problem now is speakers who insist they 

don’t need to use the microphone! But we are also 

working on this…. 

STOP THE BLACKFLY! 
Pinch out broad bean tips.  

Blackfly are on the wing now and 

they’ll be making straight for your 

broad beans. They like nothing 

better than to suck on the sap of tender young broad bean 

plants, weakening them and seriously reducing your 

harvest. They like the soft, sweet tissue on the shoots 

best, so stop them getting a hold by pinching out the 

topmost 10cm of each plant so they go elsewhere for 

their dinner. 


