
 

HOVE GARDENING CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary  
Meetings  2018: 

 

 September 11: 

*NOTE DATE CHANGE*  
50 Greys of Shade   

- Colin Moat. Colin will 
bring shade-loving plants 

for sale 
 

October 16:  
The Women’s Land  

Army - A Sussex  
Connection  
- Ian Everest  

 

November 20:   
Annual General Meeting 
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

will be served 

Events  

22-23 September -  
Parham Autumn Fair 

 

Sunday, 23 September - 
Apple Day, Stanmer Park 

 

6-7 October:  
Great Dixter Autumn 

Plant Fair 

6-7 October:  

Weald & Downland  
Autumn Countryside 

Show 
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Jo Adams, Pat Winter, 
Marilyn High 

Contact Jo   69 Wish Road, 
Hove BN3 4LN.  

Tel: 01273 723695 
poppyjosiejo@gmail.com 

 

Jo Adams, who has held many different positions over the past 10 years – Secretary, 

Membership Secretary, Speaker Secretary, and is currently Newsletter Editor and Vice 

Chair. 

Joyce Goble after many years of running the Raffle and in other roles. 

And Viv Shearer, our Treasurer, also plans to step down after many years. This role 

needs someone comfortable with handling and tracking money (an everyday task for 

most of us). 

Despite Marion’s appeals for new committee blood, most importantly to maintain 

‘person power’, and also to inject energy and new ideas, no-one has yet come forward.  

At the November AGM a new Committee will be elected. If Committee numbers do not 

increase, members at the AGM will be asked to decide which core activities a small 

committee can feasibly maintain to protect our Club, and where cuts could be made. 

Will it be to meetings, with a shorter season, say, and an August party rather than one in 

January? Or to outings? Or the Newsletter?  

We urge you to consider nomination: at the AGM all committee posts,  from the Chair 

downwards, are freed up for anyone. Please talk to a committee member if you feel you 

may be able to help in some capacity. Other committee members, current and retiring, 

are only too happy to offer help and support to ease in new members at their own pace. 

Hove Gardening Club is YOUR club and each of you will have your own ideas. We 

want to hear them:  this can be now or at any time leading up to or at the AGM. And if 

anyone has a brainwave or even a possible idea, please speak to any committee member 

at any time.   

This really is an SOS, or rather an SOC: Save Our Club.  

Nominations for the committee, with proposer and seconder (with the nominee’s 

agreement, of course), should be sent to the Secretary, Pat Winter, by 1st November at 

the latest.  Her address is:  2 Margery Road, Hove BN3 7GQ.   

 Membership renewal forms are enclosed with this newsletter. Subscriptions are 

due by 1st November.   Please pay your subscription as soon as possible and 

certainly by 31 December.  Due to increased costs such as higher rent and speakers, 

who now additionally charge mileage expenses because of increasing petrol costs, 

we have regretfully had to raise the cost of subscriptions to £12 this coming year. 

We think that with refreshments available free at meetings, plus nine speakers each 

year and four newsletters, the subscription still represents exceptional value. 

 Cups and Trophies: Please return (all shiny and clean) any cups or trophies sitting 

proudly on a shelf (or hidden away in a drawer) to Pat Winter (Secretary) or any 

other committee member by the October meeting.. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 20 NOVEMBER 2018:    

The AGM is a time to review the past year and look forward to the next. The agenda and last year’s Minutes will be 

available at the October meeting or posted soon after that to those not attending. 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Where are you?  

Hove Gardening Club is a success: it is vibrant and lively. However, for this to continue in 2019,  

we now most urgently need some new committee members to come forward. Over the last 10 years, the 

membership has doubled to 140 and activities have mushroomed, but the committee (all volunteers) has  

shrunk from a peak of 14 to 8, and from the end of this year it will be down to 5. Such a small committee  

simply cannot maintain all of the Club’s existing activities. Retiring from the committee are:  

http://hovegardeningclub.co.uk  
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 PHOTO COMPETITION FOR JANUARY 2019 

 Lines   2. Autumn Tints 3.  Garden Wildlife 

 
 

Photos are displayed at the January party and members choose the winners.   

Have your camera ready, set your imagination free and interpret the categories how you will. 

Rules: Photos should be no more than 5" x 7" in size and unframed.  Please write your name on the back. 

Members may each enter only one photo per category.  

OUTINGS:  

In order to help with administration, there is now a form to be filled in when booking  

for an outing, with a £5 non-refundable deposit to be paid on booking.  
 

There are two pick up points for outings:  

(1)  the bottom of Glebe Villas, (2) Northease Drive, near St Helen’s Green in Hangleton, 

which may be more convenient for members who drive as on-street parking is available. 
 

After the talk by Head Gardener of Salutation Gardens, Steve Edney, in August, we have arranged a 

visit on Tuesday, 25 SEPTEMBER to THE SALUTATION GARDENS, KENT:    
 

Cost including coach, driver’s tip, garden entry and afternoon tea & cake:  Members £21, Guests £23.   
 

Depart 9am from Glebe Villas, 9.10am Northease Drive. Please be there 10 minutes before departure.  

We arrive approx. 11am for walk and lunch in historic town of Sandwich, visiting the garden in the afternoon.  

Cat in the Garden? 

GUEST TICKETS FOR TALKS:   

We have some excellent speakers lined 

up for next year and we propose that 

admission for visitors (non-members) 

will be by Guest Tickets, to be purchased 

in advance, in order to help defray costs 

and to keep numbers within the maximum allowed in 

the hall. The cost of these will be £5. Further details 

will follow. 

LESSONS OF A DRY SUMMER 
It’s Sunday 29 July, and today’s downpour sees the end 

of 7 weeks of drought. Which summer flowering plants 

have coped well through the heat?  

Verbena bonariensis and a white Gaura 

have been great. Both, and Stipa 

tenuissima, a lovely grass that waves in 

the slightest breeze, had seeded into a 

path of gravel laid on sand and rubble.  

And from 

the 

narrowest of cracks in a 

block-paved area is the most 

amazing display of Nicotiana 

(Tobacco) in purple and 

magenta. The lesson here is 

that some plants really do 

thrive best on an impoverished, quick 

draining soil. 

Two others flowering in mid and late 

summer that need little water are 

Hopleys variety of Origanum, and a 

Salvia called Black and Blue (a 

herbaceous perennial), with its bright 

green leaves, royal blue flowers and 

black stems. 

Shrubs doing reasonably well include the lemon yellow 

Coronilla and blue Ceratostigma and Caryopteris, 

probably since their roots run deep. 

Now, today, the near empty pond has filled up, frogs 

are roaming through the beds again, and I expect the 

lawn to green up in the next few days.         Pat Winter 

CHAIRS AT MEETINGS - 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need help with setting out and 

putting away chairs and tables at our 

monthly meetings at Portslade Town 

Hall.  It would also be helpful if 

members could please put their own chairs back after 

meetings, along the sides of the hall - singly - or 

stacked in the recess behind where teas are served.  
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MARION’S QUIZ 

1. What is the meaning of Dumbledore? (other than name in Harry Potter books). 

2. Who is the odd girl out:  Rosemary, Daphne, Ivy, Heather, Nigella, Erica? 

3. The word “onion” is derived from the Latin unio. What does it mean?   Answers on p.4. 

CHICHESTER HARBOUR & WEST DEAN GARDENS:    
The trip to Chichester in June was on a beautiful, hot and sunny 

day and fortunately the sea was calm. 

The skipper gave us an informative talk during the trip, stating the 

harbour is a Site of Special Scientific Interest and  also a wetland of 

international importance, in particular for wintering wildfowl and 

waders. 

We passed Chichester Saltmarsh and also some very nice houses 

where well-known people live. He pointed out a clump of trees on 

top of a hill, which mark where the Romans cut down a large part 

of the forest to enable them to use the clump as a landmark when 

invading England.  We also saw a Moth boat, which is like a 

sailboard on stilts. 

West Dean Gardens was looking a bit dry in places, but the impressive 100-metre long Edwardian pergola 

designed by Harold Peto, looked absolutely beautiful, with masses of white roses smothering it. 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
We are sorry to report that  

Sheila Spooner died in 

July. She was an 

enthusiastic member and 

competitor for many years , 

and always contributed to 

the Plant Sale. 

Sheila was a keen gardener 

and designed her garden 

with paved access for all 

year round enjoyment.  

She recorded her garden’s 

flower count each Christmas and hoped her garden 

would go to someone who would enjoy it.  

 

 

Dr Livngstone,  

I presume? 

 

Pat Winter and 

friend 

emerging from 

the lush foliage 

in the pergola. 

The boat, originally used as a lifeboat for 140 

people on a liner, was a snug fit for 50. 
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Don't forget, the 'ANY QUESTIONS' box will be 

on the exhibit table each month and questions will 

be read out after the talk, in the hope that somebody 

will know the answer. If not, we will endeavour to 

find out for the next meeting. Test our experts. 
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Nick Mole (May) of Pesticide Action Network (PAN)  

had his own idea for slug control : " A small child, a sharp 

stick and a penny a slug". 

 He spoke of the benefits to the environment and health 

of reducing the use of pesticides such as glyphosates 

in gardening and agriculture, some cities (e.g. Paris) 

and countries having adopted a pesticide-free or 

pesticide reduction policy. 

 A reference copy of “A Guide to Gardening without 

Pesticides” is available to view at meetings, or can be 

downloaded from the PAN website: http://www.pan-

uk.org.  

Andy McIndoe (June) gave plenty of ideas for planting 

of pots and containers: 

 Ferns are good in shade, and can cope with neglect. 

 Hydrangea  paniculata  Bobo will flower for three 

months. 

 Shrubs which will do well in containers include : 

Pittosporum Tom Thumb (deep purple foliage);  

Berberis thunbergii Admiration,  and Skimmia x 

confusa Kew Green, which does not suffer from 

yellowing of foliage. 

 For fabulous winter colour, try Nandina Obsessed 

 Acers do well in containers.  Andy recommends the 

variety Fireglow. 

 On the subject of buying expensive biological pest 

controls, he says "Throw the affected plant away and 

buy a new one !" 
 

Ed Nugent, Garden Sage Nursery (July) spoke about 

setting up his nursery from scratch over the past two 

years. He stressed that it is a garden nursery rather than a 

garden centre, the focus being on growing and selling 

plants.   

 For anyone wanting to visit this lovely nursery, it is 

located on the London Road at Hassocks, on the site 

formerly occupied by Allwoods Carnations, who are 

also still there. 

SPEAKERS’ CORNER  
Notes by Marilyn High and Jo Adams 

TO POT OR NOT TO POT? 

Andy McIndoe, with his own 200+ pots, was in sharp 

contrast to a speaker last year, Guy Deakins 

(Gardening for Economists), who pointed out that 

growing plants in pots entails importing many of the 

pots, buying compost which often includes peat, and 

frequent watering.  

This last point in particular will have been in many of 

our minds this year. Established plants in the garden 

will often survive a drought, but plants in pots need 

regular watering. 

Hedgehogs in Marilyn High’s garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooling off in a 

hedgehog sized 

bathtub. 

 


