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Diary  
Meetings  2019: 

 
December: No meeting 

 

29 JANUARY:  

Social evening 

NB: DATE CHANGE 

 

19 February:  

Formal Garden to  

Nature Reserve -  

Peter Lovett 

 

19 March:  

Modern Slavery Garden 

- Juliet Sargeant 
 

 Events  

 
Sunday, 4 February 2019: 

10.30 - 4.00pm 

SEEDY SUNDAY 

BHASVIC, 
Old Shoreham Road 
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Newsletter Editors  
from Spring 2019: 

 

Marilyn High 
Pat Winter 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 

There was a good turnout to the AGM on a cold evening, but we had a warm hall and 

mulled wine and mince pies to warm everyone up. 

Chris Thornton-Clough, President, and Marion King, Chair, summed up the year and, 

following the tradition started by David Banham, Chris had us rolling in the aisles - well, 

almost - with her jokes. 

Two people stood down from the Committee - Joyce Goble and Jo Adams - and five 

new Committee Members were voted in:  Caroline Blaker, Pat Edwards, Maria Gardiner, 

Leila Philips and Anthony Seaman, bringing the Committee up to strength again.  Our 

Treasurer, Viv Shearer, is also intending to stand down in six months’ time. 

A minor change to the Constitution was also approved, to change the end of year 

financial accounting date to 30th September (currently 31st October), thus giving the 

Treasurer more time to prepare the accounts before the AGM in November. Next year’s 

accounts will therefore only cover 11 months, but this will revert to 12 months in the 

following years. 

Chris Redknap was overall winner of most trophies for the competitions and was 

awarded the Jean Haywood Rose Bowl. Marilyn High was Runner Up, winning the 

President’s Plate, having won most points. Jean Riddleston won the President’s Challenge 

Cup for Novices.  Well done to all. 

 

Wishing you a l l  the  Season’s  gree t ings  and  a  Happy New Year  

for  our  for thcoming Diamond Anniversary  Year  2019   

f rom your  Pres ident ,  Chr i s  Thornton -Clough,   

Vice -Pres ident  Ann Norman ,  Chai r  Mar ion  King  

and a l l  the  commit tee .  

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year  

http://hovegardeningclub.co.uk  

JANUARY PARTY: 29 JANUARY 2019   
NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

Once again, start the year with a chance to socialise with your fellow 

Members. There will be food, wine and good company.  This year, the 

Committee is hoping to relax a little and the catering is being done by 

Lesley, who also supplies food at the Ropetackle.  

There are still a few places left. If you would like to come, please send a 

cheque for £12 (guests £15) to Marion King, and let her know your food 

choices: Chicken Cacciatore - chicken cooked with tomatoes, rosemary 

and basil OR the Vegetarian casserole - vegetables cooked with tomatoes and lentils, 

both with new potatoes and green veg.  Pudding choices are:  Lime Key Pie OR Fruit 

Salad. Please let Marion know if you have any specific dietary requirements.  

Please bring your own plate, dessert bowl and cutlery. 

The plastic “glasses” are re-useable multiple times, should last many years and will be 

washed ready for next year, so please don’t throw them away. 

As usual, there will be quizzes, photo competition (see p.2) and a table decoration 

competition. As this will be the Club’s 60th year, the theme will be Diamonds. We 

hope for some sparkling entries. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

BE SURE TO RENEW BY 

31 DECEMBER. 

1959-2019  60 YEARS  
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LAST CALL!  PHOTO COMPETITION FOR JANUARY  

1. Lines   2. Autumn Tints 3.  Garden Wildlife 
 

Photos are displayed at the January party and members choose the winners, who will receive prizes! 

Have your camera ready, set your imagination free and interpret the categories how you will. 

Rules: Photos should be no more than 5" x 7" in size and unframed.  Please write your name on the back. 

 

OUTINGS: In order to help with administration, there is now a form to be filled in when booking  

for an outing, with a £5 non-refundable deposit to be paid on booking.  
 

Marion is making plans for three outings in 2019: 

1. Tuesday, 30 April:  ARUNDEL CASTLE TULIP FESTIVAL. The cost will include 

entry to the castle and grounds. 

2. Thursday, 27 June:  A visit to Romsey, then to nearby ANDY MCINDOE’S GARDEN. 

He spoke to us last year on planting up pots and containers. 

3. Wednesday, 4 September:  RHS WISLEY for their LATE SUMMER SHOW, free to members of 

affiliated clubs, so cost of the coach only. 

Details are yet to be finalised and bookings will be taken nearer the time. . 

OUR VISIT TO SALUTATION GARDENS 
Linda Steward commented in an email to Marion 

following our visit: “The things which stood out for 

me and I'm sure 

most of us, were 

the system of 

rooms, the feeling 

that you could go 

and sit anywhere 

(loads of seating), 

and the borders 

and trees. We 

were expecting 

tropical planting 

and dahlias, wow, but the borders, even though some 

were a bit faded, were quite inspiring. Trees always 

have a 10 out of 10 vote for me and these didn't 

disappoint in any way. How anyone could have had 

the vision to restore a 

totally neglected garden 

to its present state is 

almost beyond belief.” 
 

AND, it was hot enough 

for a summer ice-cream! 

MICHAEL SHARMAN:   
 

Michael Sharman died suddenly 

in August this year.  

As many of you will know he 

was a dedicated GP in Hove for 

more than 40 years and 

throughout his life he always had 

a keen interest in gardening.   

This was put to good use when 

he was approached by the vicar 

(five years ago) to transform an 

area of unkempt land behind St. 

Leonard’s Church.  This has now 

become the award winning 

‘Secret Garden’. His interests 

were many: woodwork, DIY, gardening, science, 

cycling to name but a few.  

He enjoyed coming to the garden club, its talks, 

meeting and chatting to the members and the outings, 

especially if he won a prize in the raffle on the way 

home!    Sheila Sharman 

CHRIS REDKNAP’S 2019 CALENDAR:  

If you would like a copy of my 2019 garden calendar, 

please get in touch on 01273 724168.  

The price is £5 and all money received 

will be donated to the Stroke Association 

in memory of my mother and all other 

stroke victims.             

   Chris Redknap 

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE 

Diana Collier, Jenny Ridgway and Eileen Odom have 

moved this year to be nearer their families, Diana to 

Poole in Dorset, Jenny to Havant and Eileen to East 

Grinstead.  They have all been active and involved 

Members for a very long time.  

Eileen planted the cherry tree that is still to be seen 

growing by the West entrance of St Leonard’s Church. 

Their familiar and friendly faces and ever willing help 

will be greatly missed. We wish them all the best in 

their new homes. 
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PLANT SALE - SATURDAY, 25 MAY 2019 AT ST LEONARD’S 

When we came to book the Portslade Town Hall for the Plant Sale, we found that the Hall is now being let out 

every Saturday to a Dance Studio and was therefore not available. However, the very good news is that  

St Leonard’s Church is allowing us to use the Community Hall attached to the Church, which is a lovely space.  

Due to the parking restrictions in that area  - residents only from 11am-12 noon and 6-7pm - we have had to re-

think the time of the Plant Sale.  It will now be held from 2.00-3.30pm on Saturday, 25 May 2019, with setting 

up from 4.30-8.00pm on Friday, 24th May and 9.00-11.00am on Saturday. 

Some parking may be available in the Church House car park for helpers on the day and people delivering plants 

on the Friday evening, but if anyone in the area near the Church has spare room on their driveway or parking 

vouchers they would be willing to sell us if required, we would be happy to hear from them. 

1959-2019  60 YEARS ON  
The first edition of this newsletter in Spring 2009 was headed up with “1959-2009 - 50 Golden Years”. We’ve 

now moved on ten years and are about to celebrate 60 years, the Club is thriving and showing no signs of age.   

In 1959, Macmillan, Eisenhower and Khrushchev were in charge; the Mini was launched and Ronnie Scott 

opened his Jazz Club in Soho; the first section of the M1 motorway was opened; and on TV, Juke Box Jury and 

Whicker’s World appeared for the first time. 

Some members from earlier days, including Ken Hollamby, Jean Hillyer and Elsie Bardsley, still receive a 

copy of the newsletter to keep them in touch, and still take an interest even though they don’t now attend the 

meetings.  Some others have moved away to be nearer their 

families - Daisy Elder, Diana Collier and Eileen Odom among 

them recently. We are grateful to them and many others, too 

numerous to mention, for having kept the Club - then the West 

Hove & District Horticultural Society - going for so many years. 

Jean Hillyer reminisced in the Summer 2009 issue about how 

prospective members had to be proposed and seconded, the 

membership fee being £2 p.a. Speakers’ fees varied from £2-£4. 

There was a large Annual Flower Show and the Plant Sale in 

May would raise about £100 towards funds. (Today, equivalent 

monetary values: £2 = about £44;  £100 =  around £2,200.) 

Elsie Bardsley, in the Autumn 2011 edition, talked about joining, with her 

husband Bill, “this select little garden club”. It was started by neighbours 

Mr and Mrs Folkard and Mr and Mrs Burrage, both of St Leonard’s 

Gardens.  

In 2009, we held a Golden Jubilee Summer Lunch in July in Chris T-C’s 

garden - don’t get excited, that’s not happening again this year.  But if 

anyone has any ideas about how to celebrate this special year, please do 

speak to Marion or another committee member. 

 

ST LEONARD’S CHURCHYARD NEEDS 

FRIENDS! 

Many local people come to our churchyard for peace 

and quiet, to enjoy a green space, to eat their lunch, to 

observe the wildlife and to visit their loved ones’ 

graves. It is a very large area and we are looking for 

people who would like to help us keep it in good order. 

We need: 

GARDENERS to help clear the grass around the 

gravestones -either on a drop in basis 9-11am on a 

Weds (weather permitting) or people willing to ‘adopt’ 

an area of the churchyard and look after it. 

 

HISTORY LOVERS  

to help record and 

photograph the 

gravestones. 

WILDLIFE LOVERS 

to share ideas about 

managing our green 

space while 

remembering it is a burial ground. 

For more information please contact Steph Windsor or 

Margaret Lyons on: stleonardsaldringtoncw@gmail.com   

or through Hove Gardening Club. 

Fancy hats  at 2008 party 

Marion at the helm, as ever 

mailto:stleonardsaldringtoncw@gmail.com


 

 

 

HOVE  

GARDENING 

CLUB 

MEETINGS 

THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

7.30 PM (DOORS OPEN FROM 6.45 PM) 

PORTSLADE TOWN HALL 

VICTORIA ROAD, PORTSLADE 
 

 

 

 

COMPETITION ENTRIES MUST BE IN PLACE BY 7.00PM 
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Steve Edney (August) told us that the Salutation Gardens 

were originally designed by Edwin Lutyens for three 

brothers, and that there were three back doors, three red 

brick paths and three long herbaceous borders - one for 

each brother. 

His advice on planting bergenias :- Slugs and snails like 

“big blobs of bergenia”, so plant them in rows. Slugs keep 

off ! 

Colin Moat (September) presented his “Top Ten” plants 

for different situations, together with cultural advice for 

specific plants. He advised :- 

 Use nematodes for slug control on hostas 

 Don’t compost mildew affected foliage. Instead, bin it. 

 White flowering plants will highlight shady spots. 

 Excellent ground cover 

plants are Omphalodes 

Starry Eyes (very tough) 

and Brunnera Jack Frost, 

which forms a mound of 

foliage. 

 Rodgersia pinnata and 

Rodgersia podophylla have 

very robust leaves. 

Ian Everest (October) presented a fascinating and 

evocative portrait of the Women’s Land Army in Sussex, 

which was enjoyed immensely by audience members. 

Three of the many historical quotes :- 

“The only good rat is a dead one.” (One of the Land girls’ 

jobs was killing rats. A pair of rats would become 1,000 

after one year.) 

“If women come to work on my farm, they’ll be a bigger 

pest than the weeds.” (A Sussex farmer, 1917.) 

“There is little point in having a title and a fortune other 

than to do some good.” (Lady Denman, in charge of West 

Sussex division, and designer of the Land girls’ uniform.) 

SPEAKERS’ CORNER  
Notes by Marilyn High  A few facts: 

Contents of the “privy”  would be put on the celery 

patch. 

In 1942, women’s pay was 1 pound 4 shillings per 

week, whereas men were earning 3 pounds 3 shillings 

(3 guineas) for the same hours. 

Land Girls worked 48 hours per week in winter, and 

52 hours in summer. 

Women’s jobs during WW1 included milking, 

making butter and cheese, haymaking and ploughing 

(in one instance using an elephant). 

During WW2 women drove tractors, which were 

known as Iron Horses. 

Sheep disappeared from the Downs during WW2 in 

order to plough the land for growing wheat. 

RECYCLING GARDEN POTS 
Good news! Wyevale Garden Centres will 

take your plastic garden pots and recycle 

them. Just put them in the bins provided at 

the garden centre.  

AWARD FOR THE 

SECRET GARDEN 
 

The Secret Garden is 

Outstanding, said the RHS 

judges for Britain in Bloom in 

the Community Garden, It's 

Your Neighbourhood section.   

Jane and Chrissie collected the award at a ceremony 

held at the Amex Stadium in September.  

 

PRESIDENT: Chris Thornton-Clough 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Ann Norman 
 
 

CHAIR: Marion King  
VICE-CHAIR/SPEAKERS CO-ORDINATOR:  

Tessa Lindop  
TREASURER/WELFARE: Vivienne Shearer  

SECRETARY/DEPUTY NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  

Pat Winter  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY/DEPUTY TREASURER/WEBSITE:  

Jacky Holt   
REFRESHMENTS/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  

Marilyn High  
RAFFLE: Leila Philips  

DEPUTY SECRETARY: Caroline Blaker  

DEPUTY MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  

Pat Edwards  

DEPUTY WEBSITE: Anthony Seaman  

Maria Gardiner 
 

WEBSITE: hovegardeningclub.co.uk 

Omphalodes Starry Eyes 


