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NEWSLETTER

2019 PLANT SALE
A sunny Saturday in May brought the usual crowd of
customers eager to pick up a bargain. Stalls were
positively heaving with plants and the small proportion
of plants left over were donated to Emmaus Homeless
Charity in Portslade.
Thanks to all those Members whose contributions made
the day a great success: helping set up the stalls;
donating plants, bricabrac and baked goods; staffing
the stalls and cleaningup afterwards.
The total raised was an impressive £1,450 (before
deduction of expenses such
as rent and publicity).
Right:
Audrey's famous cheese and
potato pie went down a treat!

Below: (left) Bargain hunters
(right) A prickly customer for
Joan

Summer 2019

EVENTS
1  7 July Hampton Court
Flower Show
Saturday 3 July Wishfest.
Friends of Wish Park
12:00  5:30pm
Saturday 13  Sunday 14 July
Parham Garden Weekend
5:00pm
Sunday 21 July The Beeches
Barcombe. NGS Open Day £6
(Recommended  Ed)
2:00  5:00pm
Wednesday 24 July
Burgess Hill Gardens
NGS Open Day £6 for five
gardens 1:00  5:00pm.
See review in Spring 2019
Newsletter
NGS Yellow Books giving
details of Open Gardens will
be available at our meetings

EVENT OF THE SEASON
Saturday 17 August
Diamond Jubilee Tea Party
Portslade Town Hall
3:00  5:30pm
Refreshments, Raffle and Sales
table. Tickets £4 available at
the June meeting.
Club members with relevant
memorabilia or photos from the
past 60 years are welcome to
display them at the event.

Newsletter Editor:

DON'T FORGET
Next year's January party photo categories are: (A) Bridges,
(B) Insects and (C) One single bloom.

Marilyn High
Subeditor:
Pat Winter

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP by Jenny Taylor
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The Special Interest Group has continued to thrive over the last few months and currently has
seventeen members. Jacky, Marion and Tessa have hosted meetings at which we've continued to
sow seeds, prick out and pot on seedlings. In addition, we enjoyed both socializing and swapping
hints and gardening tips, and of course tea, coffee, biscuits and cakes.
Members have various interests and over the course of the last few months several smaller
groups have formed. The first of these was the Shrub Propagation Group, hosted by Marion. The
second was the Vegetable Group, who were able to meet at the Wish Park vegetable garden.
The third was the Chilli Group, hosted by Tessa.
The group met on 17 April to discuss 'what next after the Spring Plant Sale'. Everyone was keen
to continue during the summer with small groups meeting for one or two hour sessions at
members' homes.
If you wish to join the Special Interest Group or come along to sample an event, please contact
Jacky Holt or Tessa Lindop. Information about the group can be found on the Noticeboard at
monthly meetings.
Left: Chris and Marion
Below: Group Members

DIARY
Meetings for Summer 2019
16 July: Plant Hunters  Garden historian Stephen Harmer recounts stories of brave individuals who
risked life and limb to bring back from far flung places many of the plants we now enjoy in our gardens.
20 August: Propagating in autumn and spring  Steve Bradley
17 September: Coasting along Sussex  Dr. Geoffrey Mead

OUTINGS
Thursday 27 June: Romsey and Andy McIndoe's garden  fully booked but there is a waiting list
Wednesday 4 September: RHS Wisley  Late Summer Show. Members £14, Guests £17
Final payment must be received by Tuesday 20 August

ARUNDEL TULIP FESTIVAL by Marion King
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Our trip to Arundel Castle for their Tulip Festival was another very enjoyable outing. Although some
of the sixty thousand tulips were past their best, there was still plenty to see, and the alliums,
wisteria and clematis were in full bloom.
In the vegetable garden, gooseberry and currant bushes were laden with fruit. Lots of Swiss chard,
potatoes and broad beans filled the beds. The greenhouse had a wonderful display of geraniums
and pelargoniums, peaches and other fruits, and the cold frames were full of seedlings waiting to go
into the beds. The stumpery was looking magnificent with enormous roots of dead trees surrounded
by various shrubs, such as giant euphorbias and echiums. The layout of the gardens has changed
since I was last there, but the fountain with the crown on top in the shell grotto was still working.
The sun shone all day which we were really happy about, as
the previous few days had been cold, wet and windy. On the
way home we had the usual raffle. Two of the people I asked
to pick out a ticket pulled out their own number. How did they
manage that? Oh, and I hope noone noticed me going up to
the keep. The last part was so steep, dark and narrow that I
ended up climbing the stairs on my hands and knees to the
top, but it was worth it as the views were spectacular!

TIPS FOR THE THRIFTY GARDENER by Maria Gardiner
If you're like me and don't like spending unnecessarily, here are a few tips:

• Save your own seeds. Even tomato seeds from the previous year's fruit may be OK.
• Compost as much as possible, including newspaper and cardboard. Use wood ash as an
activator.

• Use coffee grounds as a slug repellant. If you don’t drink coffee, your local cafe may let you

have some (see photo of bags of used coffee grounds on page 4, taken in a Newquay hotel).

• How about using molehills as seed compost? At least one member of your committee collects
molehills whilst walking in the countryside.

• Seeds can be planted in toilet roll tubes which can then be planted directly into the ground.
• Here are some ideas to save buying flower pots. You can use yogurt pots, disposable drinks

cups, tetra packs cut in half, handleless mugs and old saucepans. The only limit is your
imagination, but don't forget drainage holes.
• Old tea bags can serve to block holes in plant pots, and aluminium food trays work as saucers.
• Cut the tops off clear plastic drinks bottles to make minicloches.
• Make plant pots from newspapers. All you need is a suitable mould like a jam jar. No need to
invest in a beautiful but expensive wooden former.
• Use empty compost bags as either horizontal or vertical grow bags. Just poke a few drainage
holes in them first.
• Need a cold frame? Try upcycling 'rubbish' such as windows, bricks or clear plastic from a
skip. But do ask the owner first. I imagine carpet shops might have waste plastic sheeting
they’d be happy to let you take away, though I haven’t yet tried this myself.
As you can see, the possibilities are endless. Please feel free to share your ideas with us.
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Juliet Sargeant (March) spoke passionately and eloquently on the subject of Modern Slavery and its
creative interpretation in her Gold Medal winning garden at Chelsea 2016. She told us how antislavery
campaigner William Wilberforce had planted an oak tree in the seventeenth century to symbolise his views
on the subject, and Juliet planted an oak tree in her show garden, together with oak seedlings representing
today's charities having been seeded from Wilberforce's ideas.
A few facts about the Modern Slavery Garden :

•Juliet used 2535 plants per square metre, whereas the average domestic garden may use 68 plants in the
same area of ground.

•The Show Garden's design included several freestanding Georgian style front doors, each with a different
number. Number twentyseven represented the 27 million victims of slavery worldwide today.

•There were no handles on the reverse side of the front doors, illustrating how slaves were unable to free
themselves.

•The Salvation Army requested that a few of the front doors be left half open, as a message of hope and a
path to freedom.

Tom Hart Dyke (May) claimed that a childhood
enthusiasm for gardening was inspired by his
Granny. Aged twenty one he made his first overseas
trip, visiting Southeast Asia and picking oranges in
Australia. The following year (2000), while plant
hunting in Panama and Colombia, Tom and a friend
were kidnapped by a group of fifteen and sixteen
yearolds. After nine months in captivity the pair
were eventually set free, minus the orchids they had
collected but with money and the farewell greeting
"Happy Christmas. Here's all your stuff." Tom
started designing the World Garden at Lullingstone
Castle in December 2004, and the continents were
laid out in the following March. Some of the many
statistics and tips he gave were:

• Before planting, the World Garden was an
overgrown wilderness. A pair of Gloucester Old
Spot pigs cleared the whole area. They ate
absolutely everything!
• Hummingbirds see only the colour red, so some
bromeliads turn red when they need pollinating.
• Rwandan love grass is burned in summer and
smells of candy floss, due to the oil in its stems.
• Salvias are pollinated by bees who cut square
holes in the base of the flower in order to gain
entrance.
If you have space in your garden for large specimen
plants, these are three plants recommended by
Tom: Pokeweed (pictured above), which has toxic
berries but is tall with pink stems; the rice paper
plant, which is massive, and Rudbeckia hirta
(pictured above) which flowers for eight weeks.
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