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DIAMOND JUBILEE TEA PARTY
Following two days of torrential rain, the sun finally shone on our Diamond Jubilee Tea
Party on Saturday 17 August, held at Marion's lovely home and garden. Around fifty club
members were treated to a sumptuous spread of both savoury and sweet refreshments.
Entertainments included a singsong led by Diedre at the piano and a flypast specially
commissioned by the Club President, Chris. All the plants on the swap table were sold,
and the rafflle was also well supported. First prize was won by Graham Dwyer, second
prize went to Pat Winter. Thanks to all members of the Committee and especially Marion,
for making it such a memorable day.

OUTINGS
Wednesday 11 December Kew outing sold out but there is a waiting list
Final payment due 19 November

Newsletter Editor
Marilyn High
Subeditor
Pat Winter

ROMSEY & ANDY MCINDOE'S GARDEN by Marion King
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Summer arrived just in time for our trip to Romsey. We arrived in good time and after alighting the coach,
some of us went for coffee first, while others dived into the tourist information office and got leaflets, town
trails and a few were even given free Romsey bags.
The Abbey was holding a Mountbatten Founders' Day service for the school. Although the main door was
closed, the door on the other side was open enabling us to listen in. Strolling around the War Memorial
Gardens we watched a young girl making repairs to the statue of the War Horse and Soldier. This is a
memorial to the thousands of horses shipped into battle from Hampshire during World War One. About
110,000 of the 1.3 million horses and mules involved in the conflict passed through a giant military depot
just outside Romsey. The lifesized statue of a horse and officer was unveiled by the Princess Royal in July
2015. All around the gardens there were plaques set in the ground with poems and sayings by local and
famous people, all about Romsey and the fast flowing river Test. A 150mm Japanese field gun is also in the
park. This was a donation from Lord Mountbatten, who received the gun as Supreme Allied Commander of
the South East Asia command on surrender of the Japanese forces.
In the afternoon we travelled to the nearby home and garden of Andy McIndoe. We had a short talk by Andy
giving us an outline of his garden, soil, aspect etc. Then he walked around with us describing all the
different plants and trees. I particularly liked the Cornus kousa of which there were at least three, all in full
bloom. A small pond with some beautiful water lilies in flower was halfway down the garden by a bank. He
has even built his own folly (below right) at the end of the garden by the wild meadow (below left). Near the
house was a sunken garden where most of his pots and containers were situated, with a rill going through
it. It's a very interesting garden with a lot of trees and shrubs which give colour from spring through to
autumn. There was even a yucca plant (below centre) which had spears just like a giant asparagus tips.
There were plants for sale which most of us were tempted to buy. As this garden is large and on a slope, I
much prefer my postage stamp sized garden.

DAVID SPOONER
It is with great sadness that we report
the death of David Spooner. He was a
long time member of our club and will
always be
remembered for his
ready smile and
willingness to help,
especially on a
Tuesday evening
getting out and putting
away the chairs, and
at the plant sale,
behind the vegetable
stall.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Helpers are needed to manage the exhibition tables each month. Duties
include selling competition entry tickets and ensuring exhibits are correctly
labelled and displayed. We also need more volunteers to assist with putting
out the chairs and putting them away at monthly meetings, as well as help
with refreshments. If you would like to help, please contact a Committee
Member. Let Marilyn High know if you can help with refreshments.
RAFFLE PRIZES
The raffle at our monthly meetings provides a valuable source of income for
the Club and we always welcome your kind donations of prizes, which should
be given to Leila Philips or any Committee Member. Many thanks.

DIARY
Meetings for Autumn/Winter 2019
15 October: All about honey bees  Michelle Ernoult. Honey and beeswax skin care products will be on sale.
19 November: Annual General Meeting and presentation of Trophies. Mulled wine and mince pies or cheese
straws will be served at the start of the meeting.
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RHS WISLEY LATE SUMMER SHOW by Marion King

After a welcome spell of rain for the garden during the night and early morning, we set off for Wisley with the clouds
disappearing and then the sun appeared. Once at Wisley we all went our
different ways. Wandering through the dahlia
marquee, I was amazed as I've never seen so
many different varieties before, large headed,
pompom, starheaded and scraggly looking
(cactus?). There were lots of stalls enticing us to
buy plants, spring bulbs, garden ornaments and
furniture. How on earth do they grow flowering
daffodils and narcissi at this time of year? There
was a jazz band playing in the picnic area by the
pond. On entering the glasshouse we were met by a
spaceman and rocket and also, on a display of cacti, a
robotic wheelbarrow. The mixed borders and the NAFAS
flower artwork were amazing. What a lot of time and
imagination these must take. At the entrance/exit, if we had
any money left, the new shop and nursery sorely tempted us
to empty our purses. I will definitely go back again as there
was so much on show and not enough time to see all the
new changes the RHS have made.
Top right: Another use for a photo frame. You cut a hole in
the middle and place a small vase at the back for the stem.
Middle left: Snap of the day.
Bottom left: Waiting for the coach home.

THE FERGUS GARRETT ANNIVERSARY FUND
by Chris Redknap
It has been an important year for Fergus and Great
Dixter. Fergus was awarded the Royal Horticultural
Society’s highest award, the Victoria Medal of
Honour; it also marked Fergus’ 25 years at Great
Dixter.
In honour of his 25 years as Head Gardener, the
Fergus Garrett Anniversary Fund was created and
will be open for donations until 31 December 2019.
The fund’s purpose is to give Fergus the ability to
finance a project or projects of his choice for the
good of the Trust. It is envisaged a sum of £50,000
can be achieved. Please visit the Great Dixter
website (greatdixter.co.uk) for more details.

PHOTO COMPETITION
for January 2020 Party
Categories: 1. Bridges 2. Insects 3. A single bloom
Rules: Photos should be no more than 5" x 7" in
size and unframed
Please write your name on the back
Members may enter only one photo per category

EVENTS
Sunday 22 September, 11am  5pm
Stanmer Park Apple Day
Throughout October
Slindon Pumpkin Festival
Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 October, 11am  4pm
Great Dixter Autumn Plant Fair (£10 entry)

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP by Pat Winter
Earlier this year the group concentrated on sowing seeds. Since then, we’ve met in smaller groups to chat about
anything gardeningrelated, and to propagate clumpforming flowers that produce small plants round their bases, such
as campanulas and salvias, the latter so
popular these days for their colourful show
throughout summer. This is a satisfying
shortcut to create new plants that will bulk up
for the following year.
Left: Marion, Chris and Jenny
Right: Campanula propagation
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Fergus Garrett (June, pictured below with Chris Redknap) entertained a capacity audience, earning
prolongued final applause for his informative and inspirational talk on Successional Planting at Great Dixter,
and how to achieve a similar effect in our own gardens. His advice included :
•Long season plants are essential, eg a foliage plant such as stachys
or one with interesting berries such as cotoneaster horizontalis.
Underneath roses, plant snowdrops followed by hostas.
•Leave selfsowers and later just hoe out those not needed.
•Annuals and bienniels mimic selfsowers. Larkspur, evening
primrose, Welsh poppy, honesty and lychnis are all useful fillers.
•Contrast colours, textures and leaf shapes. For example, euphorbia
with ferns or red poppies with geranium 'Rozanne'. Osmanthus, hebe,
euphorbia and yucca all work well together.
•Grow climbers through shrubs. For example, clematis montana
through pittosporum or honeysuckle through cotoneaster.

Stephen Harmer (July) induced a feeling of queasiness in at least one of the assembled members (oh, all right, it was
me  Ed), regaling us with tales of dismemberment, torture and the brutal murder of early plant hunters. He gave a
fascinating insight into the exploits and plant discoveries of such botanists as George Forrest, Tradescants (elder and
younger), Nathaniel Ward, Sir Joseph Banks and Ernest Wilson.
Information and anecdotes included:

•Bindweed has been used to clothe arbours in order to shade ladies of delicate skin.
•The lawn mower was invented primarily to be used as an exercise machine for women.
•In 1635 a house in Hoorn (Netherlands) was exchanged for 3 tulip bulbs.
•Some plants which the Romans brought to England from lands they had conquered are: cabbage, parsley, fennel,
mustard, grapes, medlar, laurel, garlic, onions, shallots, leeks, peas, turnips, bay, basil and mint.

•Rosemary was used to hide the taste of rancid meat.
Steve Bradley (August) gave tips and advice on autumn and
spring propagation, covering semiripe and hardwood cuttings,
airlayering and specific techniques for sweet peas, dahlias and
bulbs, such as:
•When using rooting powder, just touch the very tip of the cut
end. Always store rooting powder/gel in a cool, dark place.
•Lay sweet pea seeds on wet kitchen towel or newspaper then
cover with another sheet of wet paper. After 3 days, roots will
appear on all viable seeds, which can then be potted up.
•Use a piece of thin plywood (not
your hands) to flatten compost in
seed trays.
•An aquatic flowerpot can be used
for sifting a thin layer of compost
over seeds.
•Hydrangeas are not hardy in
Japan, and are used solely as
houseplants.
•Shake talcum powder (or flour) into
packets of darkcoloured seeds,
which will then be much easier to
identify while being sown.
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