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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 19 NOVEMBER
Marion King, Chair, welcomed the members who came despite the lure of election debates on the
TV. Chris ThorntonClough, President, reviewed the year mentioning that we sadly miss David
Spooner and also wished Pat and George Ashby well. Chris thanked members for making the plant
sale another success story, finishing her summing up with more of her 'jokes'.
Marion gave a resume of the speakers, outings and the Diamond Jubilee Tea Party. She thanked
Viv who retired as Treasurer in June, Helen Capes who has stepped down from running the
competition table and all the committee members for their hard work. Pat Edwards reliquished her
role as Membership Secretary but is staying on the committee and we welcome Jenny Taylor who
is joining us. Treasurer Jacky Wicks gave a summary of the year's accounts (11 month period as
agreed at the last AGM), and announced that the membership fee stays
the same at £12.
The monthly competition winners were Marilyn High, awarded the
President's Plate for the most points and runnerup was Chris Redknap,
who won the Jean Haywood Rose Bowl. Graham Dwyer won the
President's Challenge Cup for Novices (pictured), awarded to a new
member gaining the most points. We had more entries this year for the
competitions with several new members entering. Well done to all.

JANUARY PARTY
Before going to press, a few tickets were available for the January party. As last year, instead of
some members working their socks off, we have decided to use Caroline's Kitchen of Southwick for
the catering. The cost is £13 for members and £16 for guests, which includes wine. Please
remember to bring plate, bowl and cutlery. There will be the usual quizzes and raffle, with a
hamper as the main prize. The evening also gives members a chance to get to know one another.
Don't forget the table decoration competition, 'A Japanese Theme' in recognition of the Tokyo 2020
Olympic Games. This year there is no height restriction but still a maximum width of eight inches.
The Photo Competition categories are A. Bridges, B. Insects and C. A Single Bloom. These should
be no more than 5" x 7" and unframed. Please write your name on the back. Members may enter
only one photo in each category.
Proceeds of the raffle will be split equally between the Martlets Hospice and the Centre for
Ecotherapy at Stanmer Park. This is a therapeutic gardening project, open to people affected by
mental health issues.

SEASONAL GREETING

Newsletter Editor:
Marilyn High

Wishing you all the Season's greetings and a peaceful New Year from your
President Chris ThorntonClough, VicePresident Ann Norman, Chair Marion
King and all the committee. We look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

Subeditor:
Pat Winter

OUTINGS 2020
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The first outing of the year will be to Exbury Gardens on Thursday 7 May, to see their collection of rhododendrons, azaleas,
camellias, rare trees and shrubs. Buggy and train rides available.
Cost: Members £25, Guests £28, includes coach, driver's tip and entrance.
Tickets will be available at the January party. £5 nonreturnable deposit
secures your seat. Schedule:
Glebe Villas / New Church Road pick up 8.30am
Northease Drive / Hangleton Way pick up 8.45am
Arrive Exbury around 11.30am
Returning back to Hove around 7.00pm

CHARITY CALENDAR

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Those who attended the the AGM
may have seen Chris Redknap's
calendar featuring pictures from his
garden for sale at £5. If you would
like one, please contact Chris.

Volunteers are always needed, in particular we need someone to
manage the website. Jacky will be happy to explain what is required
and provide initial assistance.

Proceeds will be equally divided
between the Stroke Association and
the Fergus Garrett Anniversary
Fund.

Many thanks to Chrissie Hogarth for kindly donating honey and to
Sue Milner for her lovely homemade cushion. Suitable donations for
raffle prizes are always welcome. Please see Leila Philips or any
committee member.

RAFFLE PRIZES

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP by Jenny Taylor
Our last Special Interest Group summer session was on Thursday 19 September. This took the form of a ‘garden
gadabout’ at Chris Redknap’s lovely garden in Hove. The garden is small but crammed with plants and flowers,
creating a beautiful display. After we admired the front garden, Chris showed us his courtyard back garden, also
full of plants, with a beautiful fig tree
climbing up the back wall. Two small
ponds added to the wonderful display.
After our tour of the gardens, Chris treated
us to a delicious afternoon tea and we
sampled his varieties of homegrown
tomatoes whilst browsing through
gardening books.
Left: Caroline, Jenny, Marilyn, Tony and
Chris in the courtyard garden
Right: Chris' front garden

CALLING ALL ALLOTMENT HOLDERS by Pat Winter
Pat would very much like to talk with allotment holders to hear their
experiences. If you’re happy, we would like to feature the year you’ve
had on your allotment in the
Newsletter – the crops that
have done well, the difficulties
you’ve coped with, and
anything else that tells the
story of keeping an allotment.
Please contact Pat to arrange
a chat.

EVENTS
Seedy Sunday
Sunday 2 February 10.30am 
4.00pm
Brighton, Hove
and Sussex Sixth
Form College
(BHASVIC) 205
Dyke Road, Hove,
East Sussex, BN3
6EG.

NOTHING MUCH IN THE GARDEN AT THIS TIME OF YEAR? by Pat Winter
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Well, it’s all go in my garden, but with animals rather than plants. At night, the
hedgehog in the bespoke Aldi home finds the chicken pellets I leave, where local
cats can’t reach  behind pots near the wall.
Each morning, a jaunty Great Spotted Woodpecker clamps itself to the suet pellet
feeder, and up to six Blue Tits go for the fat balls or peanut nibbles, shared with two
Great Tits. The Jay is back, bouncing below the feeders for fallen food, and a
Blackbird turns up. Good to see the Sparrows too. All very busy.
Clockwise from top: Hedgehog, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Sparrows, Blue Tit

HIGHDOWN GARDENS
Highdown Gardens, near Worthing will temporarily
close as work begins for a new era. In order to
deliver a million pound project to protect its fragile
plant collection and enhance visitor experience, the
Gardens will be closed from 21 December 2019
and will reopen in late summer 2020.

DIARY
Meetings for Spring 2020
18 February Wildlife in your Garden  Tom Forward.
Tom, of Sussex Wildlife Trust, takes us on a
colourful journey through the seasons.
17 March A Year on the Allotment  Barry Newman.
A monthly guide to varieties, cultivation, timing and
much more.

PLANT ALLERGIES
Do you suffer from plant allergies? Plants may be given an OPALS (Ogren Plant Allergy Scale named after
American horticulturalist, Tim Ogren) number 0 to 10, where 10 is the maximum allergy rating. For example,
privet has an OPALS rating of 9, but an alternative hedging solution might be to use escallonia, which is rated
only 3. Regarding shrubs, juniper has an OPALS rating of 10, whereas a suitable alternative, rosemary scores
only 3. A good climber to use would be Clematis armandii, rated 3 on the OPALS scale. In the USA, the scale
is widely used, but so far only one UK
nursery (in Guernsey) shows OPALS
ratings on its plant labels. Bearing in mind
more than a fifth of the British population
suffers from allergies, perhaps more
Garden Centres should take similar
action.
Left to right:
Escallonia, Clematis armandii, Rosemary

PLANTS LIKE GARLIC by Pat Winter
I once rescued a peach sapling with leaf curl, a fungus that distorts leaves: they swell and turn pink. I
planted garlic cloves around the base and soon the new shoots grew straight and green.
Garlic helps with other fungal infections. Anywhere the air is still, you may notice young leaves of
seedlings and cuttings ‘damp off’. First, white patches appear, and that’s when to crush a garlic clove, stir
it in a half eggcup of water, add 1 drop of washing up liquid and either spray or paint it on the leaves with
a soft brush. The fungus is still in the air, so you may need to repeat the treatment.
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Dr Geoffrey Mead (September) coasted along Sussex in his inimitable style, recounting facts of both
historical and geological interest and stating that, "Any landscape has continuity and change."
Information included:
•Former railway carriages are used as homes in Pagham, but beware buying a house on Pagham beach, as
the sea level is rising.
•The old Manor Road garage in Angmering still boasts original Shell petrol pumps
outside, and some people still stop there in the hope of buying petrol. The building
is now a block of flats.
•In 1830 a suspension bridge was built which resembles the current Danube Bridge.
However the Shoreham version had archways too narrow for many cars to pass
through, so it was demolished in 1832.
•The old name for Portslade was Copperas Gap.
•A financial depression in the farming industry led to farmland east of Brighton being
sold, resulting in the development we know today as Peacehaven.
•Saint Leonard is the patron saint of lost fishermen.
•Hastings hosts the largest beachlaunched fishing fleet in Europe.
•Blue boulder men (pictured) collected large flint pebbles from the shingle around
Rye harbour. These boulders would be shipped to StokeonTrent, where they were
ground to powder and mixed with clay to make stronger and whiter pottery.
Michelle Ernoult (October) gave a fascinating insight into the life of honeybees, illustrated with the aid of a polystyrene
and wooden hive. Such hives are both less expensive and easier to transport than the more traditional wooden ones.
A few facts:
•Honeybees are the only species of bee in the UK which don't hibernate.
•An average hive may contain between fifteen and twenty thousand bees, but in summer this number could swell to
sixty thousand.
•Solitary bees don't sting, so a lawn containing such bees would be safe for children to play on.
•If you discover a swarm of honeybees (usually during May, June or July), go to the British Beekeeping Society website
and enter your postcode. An approved local beekeeper will contact you and collect the swarm at no charge.
•The foraging radius of honeybees is up to three miles from their hive.
•Drones don't have a sting. They don't need one because they do nothing except hang about between noon and 4pm,
waiting to mate with a queen. If one mates successfully, he dies. If not, he returns to the hive.
•Queen bees often mate with up to twenty drones. The known record is fifty three!
Tasty Fat Cakes for birds by Marion King

HOVE GARDENING CLUB
PRESIDENT : Chris ThorntonClough
VICE PRESIDENT : Ann Norman

COMMITTEE

Ingredients
Lard or suet
Handful of bird seed
Handful of unsalted peanuts
Grated cheese or raisins
Dry leftovers (oats, bread or cake)
Old clean yoghurt pots and string

Method
1 Use 1 part fat to 2 parts dry mixture. Melt the fat slightly then
put all ingredients in a bowl and mix well.
2 Make a small hole in the bottom of the yoghurt pots, thread a
piece of string through each hole. Tie a knot to fix securely.
3 Pack each pot tightly with the mixture. Put in the fridge until
set.
4 Once set, carefully cut away the yoghurt pot.
5 Tie on a tree branch or bird feeder on cooler days as any
melted fat can harm birds’ feathers.
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