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HELLO TO A BRIGHTER NEW YEAR

"This is the dawning of the Age of Aquarius" sang the cast of the musical
"Hair" back in 1968, and on 21 December 2020 the Aquarian Age finally
arrived. However you choose to regard astrology, it's impossible to deny
that the "water bearer" has already begun pouring the contents of her
ewer over our gardens, and in abundance.
Editor Marilyn and partner Graham recently purchased a 1.25 acre field
in West Sussex, planning to build a new home and garden in this
beautiful and tranquil countryside. During late spring and early summer
the field was transformed into a wildflower meadow (pictured right),
enjoyed by hundreds of butterflies. Late summer and early autumn
changed the twelve different varieties of grasses into tapestry drifts of
russet, gold, bronze and pale pink, as the meadow became a prairie
garden. No sooner had our parched prairie been mown in order to set
seed for the following year than generous Lady Aquarius poured her
bounty onto the land, turning it in no time into a bog garden.
Folk sometimes describe British weather as "Four
seasons in a day", don't they? We look forward to
seeing what the 2021 seasons have in store for us.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Following the announcement that Sussex is
now in Tier 4, the Committee wish you all good
health. Keep safe and sane and hopfully we
can meet up again soon.
JANUARY HINTS AND TIPS

• Rhubarb can be forced by excluding light from

Above: RHS Wisley Christmas Lights, by Leila P

MARION'S QUIZ
1) Which bloom, commonly used in bridal bouquets, is
the national flower of Finland?
2) What plant with pink flowers and dense clusters of
fleshy leaves was once commonly planted on rooftops as
protection against lightning?
3) Which is the longest month of the year?
Answers on Page 3

established crowns. Cover each crown with a
layer of straw topped with an upturned bucket
or traditional tall clay pot.
• Small iris, snowdrops or crocus can be grown
indoors. Place their pots on a cool, bright
windowsill for one or two weeks of early
colour.
• Many deciduous trees can be pruned now,
and deciduous shrubs such as forsythia and
roses can be propagated by taking hardwood
cuttings. Use sections 612 inches long, cut
just below a bud at the base and make a
slightly slanted cut at the top. Insert the
cuttings into a pot or in the ground, with two
thirds below the surface.
• Clean and sharpen garden tools.
• On milder winter days, when lawns are not
frozen or excessively wet, redefine lawn
edges on borders and tree circles.
• Put up nest boxes for garden birds.
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VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! FOR THE JANUARY PHOTO COMPETITION

In keeping with the usual January party tradition, Club Members are invited to use their skill and judgment to
select only ONE winner in EACH of the three categories (for example: A2, B4, C1).
Winners will be notified and full results published in the February Bulletin.
Please send your chosen selection to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 21 January

CATEGORY A) SLUGS & SNAILS

A1

A2

A3

CATEGORY B) GATES AND ENTRANCES

B2

B3

B4

B5

B7

B8

B1

B6
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CATEGORY C) EDIBLE GARDEN

C1
C2

C3

C4
Many thanks to everyone who participated.
All contributions will appear on the website gallery.
Below: Another of Leila P's stunning RHS Wisley Christmas photos.

C5
FEBRUARY PHOTO COMPETITION CATEGORIES
(A) Something You Love
(for Valentine's Day, but not a person)
(B) Frost
Please send entries to hgcenquiries@gmail.com
Closing date for entries Tuesday 21 January

MARION KING  MARMALADE QUEEN

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS

Due to the cancellation of all Club Meetings since last
February, there was only one trophy winner in 2020.
Marion retained the Beryl Hughes Marmalade Trophy

1) Lily of the Valley
2) Houseleek
3) October
(There's one extra hour when the clocks go back)

Below: Marion's crystal trophy with tasty tea and toast
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