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HORTICULTURAL HEAVEN
Calling all Plantaholics!
The Committee is delighted to be able to announce the staging of several Members' Open Gardens Events,
incorporating Plant Sales, Raffle and Refreshments. Subject to Government policy regarding outdoor social
gatherings, some Club members have agreed to open their gardens to small groups of invited guests, allowing
plantaholics to get together for the first time in a long while. Full details of this exciting event can be found on
page 2.

UNMISSABLE ZOOM TALK ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL
Derek Dexter of the British Fuchsia Society will be giving
a Zoom talk on the subject "Fuchsias My Way".
Jacky will be sending Club members a link to the talk
nearer the date.

MARION'S QUIZ
1) A castle dwelling couple – she loved ladies and he
loved men but they both loved gardening
2) What is the common name for Rosy Veil, Summer
Sparkles or Baby's Breath?
3) What is the most eaten vegetable in the world  Onion,
corn, carrot, potato?
Answers on Page 3

APRIL HINTS AND TIPS

• Sow seeds of herbs such as coriander, dill and
parsley directly into prepared seed beds or
containers. For a constant supply of fresh
herbs throughout the summer, sow a small
amount of seed every few weeks.
• Repot houseplants if they are outgrowing their
pots, using a container which is only slightly
larger than their current one. Increase
watering of most houseplants, as their growth
increases in spring.
• Repair sparse or damaged areas of lawn by
seeding or replacing with turf.
• Lift and divide waterlilies in ponds, especially if
the lilies have become congested, have not
flowered well or their leaves have been
pushed out of the water rather than lying on
the surface.
• Plant seed potato tubers in prepared beds or
containers, starting first with first earlies
through to maincrops at the end of the month.
• Where possible, protect fruit blossom from
frost damage by covering with fleece when
frost is forecast.
• Direct sow vegetable seeds such as beetroot,
carrots, leeks, peas, spring onions and
perpetual spinach.

"TOP OF THE POTS" RETURNS NEXT MONTH
Try to "contain" yourselves, it's back by popular demand! Last year's
successful photo competition returns for Spring/Summer 2021, with
mystery prizes to be awarded at the end of August. All you need to
do is send us a photo (taken in your own home or garden) of a plant
or group of plants in a pot or container. Flowers, vegetables, herbs
or houseplants, the choice is yours.
For hints on how to achieve the best results from your camera, look
at the June 2020 Bulletin article entitled "Snap Judgment". One entry
per member, and please send your photo as an attachment to
hgcenquiries@gmail.com by the closing date of Tuesday 20 April,
not forgetting to include your name.
Right: Colouful pots by Sue Elwick, last year's TOTP Champion
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HGC MEMBERS' OPEN GARDENS SOCIAL EVENTS 2021

Calling all Members!
The Plant Sale is back but this year on two dates as Mini Sales.
Several Club members are opening their gardens to fellow
members only, who must have prebooked. We envisage selling
plants and socialising over tea, coffee and cake.
PLUS there will be a clubwide raffle!

When?
Saturday 22 May and Saturday 5 June 2021 (times yet to be decided)

Where?
So far, six members have offered to host an Open Gardens Social
Event on one or both of the above dates. We need several more
gardens. Do you have a suitably sized garden, perhaps with a
terrace or patio, and a side entrance? Are you able to invite
between six and ten visitors?

Participants?
HGC Members only, restricted to between six and ten at
each garden (for social distancing reasons). Nearer the
time, we will collect names and numbers.
In this way we can be sure each garden host has
their preferred number of participants.

Plants?
We normally ask for as many plants as members can produce but
this year we can’t be open to the public so fewer plants are needed,
albeit of your usual top quality. Can you provide plants?
Vegetable plants always sell well, as do perennials, annuals and
herbs. The Committee will liaise with plant growers to arrange
collection and distribution around the venues in time for each visit.

We need to start planning now.
If you can help, please contact either Marion or Tessa.
See the Schedule for phone numbers and email addresses.
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Speakers' Corner

VITAMIN G

What do sixteen spittoons, a cheese dish and a
mousetrap have in common? If you were one of the
thirty Club members who joined Dr Janet Pennington's
riveting Zoom talk on Tuesday 16 March, you'll know
the answer to this quirky question.
(Answer at the end of this article).
Dr Pennington kept us entertained with a whistlestop
tour of Steyning's pubs, breweries and significant
buildings, covering a time span of just over five
hundred years.

Research has found that a ten percent increase in
people's exposure to green space translates into an
improvement in health equivalent to being ten years
younger. A study of patients in hospital revealed
that those with a window view of a natural setting
healed faster and needed fewer analgesics than
patients who had a view of a brick wall.
This information should lead us gardeners to believe
our Vitamin G levels are helping to keep us stress
free and looking good!

Here are just a few fascinating facts:

• A good inn would provide slippers for patrons to
wear.

• Maltings used to have iron bars on their windows to

prevent malt being thrown outside if a tax inspector
was expected.
• Inns which possessed a wine licence would have a
gilded grapevine sign outside.
• In 1987 the Star Inn made a "time capsule"
containing a pint of beer which is to be tasted in
2087.
• Hilaire Belloc enjoyed Steyning Brewery's beer so
much that he wrote a poem about it.
• In 1799 John Stoveld the Younger was fined 6s 8d
for covering up the timber frame of one of his inns.
• The Railway Inn, also known as The Bum Clink,
once served beer for a halfpenny cheaper on market
days.
• During the 1920s Steyning suffered from an all
pervading odour (the Steyning Stink) due to the
presence of slaughterhouses, tanneries, breweries
and maltings.
Answer to the riddle above:
All three items were listed on an 1870 Chequer Inn
inventory.
FREE ZOOM COACHING FOR HGC MEMBERS
THURSDAY 15 APRIL 2021 24pm

• Want to see the Club’s next Zoom presentation?
• Derek Dexter's talk will be Fuchsias My Way
• Not yet downloaded Zoom?
• Downloaded but not sure how to use Zoom?
• We offer individual help in Covid19 safe environment
Jacky Holt can provide friendly, outdoor & distanced
Zoom coaching to members.
Please contact her if you’re interested.
For phone and email details, refer to the Schedule.
Remember, downloading and using Zoom is free.

Above: Hugo topping up his Vitamin G

JANUARY 2022 "PARTY" PHOTO COMPETITION
No decision has yet been made as to whether we will
be able to hold a January Party, but there will
definitely be a photo competition, with prizes of
Gardening Vouchers to the value of £10 and £5 for
first and second placed photos in each category.
The three categories are:
A) Plants on Pavements
B) Our Feathered Friends
C) Trees in Winter
Keep an eye out for subject matter, especially
looking at plants on pavements during late spring
and summer, when you may spot such beauties as
poppies and other colourful wildflowers growing
amongst a concrete jungle.
Happy snapping!
NGS OPEN GARDENS 2021
We have copies of the famous "Yellow Book", giving
details of gardens open to the public this year. If you
would like one, please contact Marion or any
Committee member.

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Vita Sackville West and Harold Nicolson –
Sissinghurst
2) Gypsophila paniculata
3) Onion
Malthouse Farm will be open Sun 22 and Wed 25 August
Highly recommended
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HEAVENLY HOUSEPLANTS
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1 Lyn Burrows, 2 Lucy Watkins, 3 Leila Philips, 4 Elizabeth Lewry, 5 Joyce Painting
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MELLOW YELLOW
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PHOTO COMPETITION WINNERS

1 Anne Ginnings
2 Marion King
3 Maria Gardiner
4 Jo Adams
5 Chris Redknap

5

All fifteen of this month's contributions will appear
on the website gallery.

Points have been added up for winners of the photo
competitions in October, November and December
2020 and February, March and April 2021. Here are
the final scores:
Leila Philips 26; Marion King 23; Lyn Burrows 22;
Anne Ginnings 16; Chris Redknap 16; Marilyn High
15; Graham Dwyer 12; Jacky Holt 9; Denise Pittard
5; Pam Cork 5; Caroline Blaker 4; Lucy Watkins 4;
Miranda Harding 3; Maria Gardiner 3; Elizabeth
Lewry 2; Jo Adams 2; Joyce Painting 1; Pat Ashby 1
Mystery prizes have been awarded to Leila, Marion
and Lyn.
Congratulations and thanks to everyone who
participated in these popular competitions. We're
looking forward to your entries for Top of the Pots
over the next six months.

Many thanks to all our intrepid photographers.
Keep up the good work!
Bulletin editor: Marilyn High
Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
WEBSITE : hovegardeningclub.co.uk

