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MEMBERS' GARDEN VISITS 2021
The moment has finally arrived when folk will be able to get together and socialise outdoors (our main aim) in
Club members’ gardens, in the company of friends. So with a grand fanfare, we herald the launch of our first
Club event for over a year, with full details on page 2. As well
as visiting members' gardens, enjoying a cup of tea and a
chat, with the opportunity to purchase a plant or two, there
will also be a Special Raffle. There will be some super
prizes, including garden vouchers, wine with cheese and
crackers, a fruit basket and books on a variety of subjects
such as gardening and recipes.
Tickets costing £1.00 each will be on sale at all the Open
Gardens and are also available to buy via email, with
payment by online banking or cheque. Full details available
from Leila Philips, our Raffle organiser whose contact details
are in the 2020 Schedule. Cash payments for tickets are
possible only during a garden visit.
Above: Marilyn's mini meadow and foxgloves

UNMISSABLE ZOOM TALK at 7.30pm on 18 MAY
The Garden Jungle: Gardening to Save our Insects
Professor Dave Goulson has spent over twenty years
studying bumblebees and founded the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust in 2006. His most recently published
book "The Garden Jungle  or Gardening to Save the
Planet" gives an insight into the fascinating and
sometimes weird lives of the wildlife under our noses and
in our gardens and parks.
Jacky will be sending all Club members a link to
Professor Goulson's talk closer to the date.

MARION'S QUIZ
1) What is a Brown Turkey?
2) Who said 'My garden is my most beautiful
masterpiece'?
3) What type of soil and conditions do peonies like?
Answers on Page 4

MAY HINTS AND TIPS

• If clumps of daffodils did not flower well this

spring, bulbs may either be congested or
planted too shallowly. Once their foliage
begins to turn yellow it is a good time to divide
them into smaller clumps and replant at a
depth of three times the bulbs' length.
• Earth up potatoes when their haulms (stems)
are about nine inches high. This will protect
growth from frost damage and prevent tubers
from turning green and poisonous.
• Rosemary can be pruned hard in order to
keep it productive, but avoid cutting into old,
bare wood.
• Start to take softwood cuttings from deciduous
shrubs such as fuchsia, lavatera and
hydrangea. Select a nonflowering stem, trim
just below a leaf to make a cutting about 3
inches long. Remove lower leaves and pinch
out the tip before inserting into compost.
• Feed lawns with a spring and summer lawn
fertiliser. Apply just before rain is expected in
order to save the need for wateringin.
• Now is also a good time to add wildflower plug
plants to a lawn to create a meadow effect,
which will require less mowing.
• Nightscented plants will encourage native
moth species. Try using Nicotiana and
Oenothera (evening primrose) for this
purpose.
• Look after garden birds by providing a shallow
container of water no deeper than two inches
for birds to drink and bathe in.
• When feeding birds, avoid using bulky items
like bread, peanuts and chunks of fat, which
could potentially choke nestlings.
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HGC MEMBERS' OPEN GARDENS SOCIAL EVENTS 2021
BOOKING PROCEDURE

• Decide which events you would like to attend. Subject to availability, it may be

possible to visit more than one garden but not on the same day.
• Tessa Lindop is coordinating bookings. Please TEXT Tessa on 07751 852129 with
your name and booking requirements and she will phone you to confirm.
• Tessa will supply the relevant Hosts' contact numbers. You may then phone your
chosen Host(s) for details of parking, accessibility and any other relevant information.
Left: Marion King's Shoreham garden

Host: MARION KING
Max 10 visitors
Helper: DAVID KING

Ravensbourne Ave. Shoreham

Sat 22 May
2:30  4:30

Sat 5 June
2:30  4:30

Host: MARILYN HIGH Dorothy Road, Hove
Max 8 visitors
Helper: PAT WINTER

Sat 22 May
2:30  4:30

Sat 5 June
2:30  4:30

Host: SARAH O'DAIR Marine Avenue, Hove
Max 10 visitors
Helper: TESSA LINDOP

Sat 22 May
11:00  1:00

Host: PAT ASHBY Langdale Road, Hove
Max 10 visitors
Helpers: JACKY HOLT and TESSA LINDOP

Sat 22 May
2:30  4:30

Hosts: CHRIS THORNTONCLOUGH & LYN BURROWS
Max 10 visitors
Helper: JOAN JERVIS

Hove Park Way, Hove

Sat 22 May
2:30  4:30

Host: JENNY TAYLOR Honey Croft, Hove
Max 8 visitors
Helper: MARIA GARDINER

Sat 5 June
2:30  4:30

Host: JACKY HOLT Park Avenue, Hove
Max 10 visitors
Helper: GERRY WICKS

Sat 5 June
2:30  4:30

Host: LEILA PHILIPS Leicester Villas, Hove
Max 10 visitors
Helper: TESSA LINDOP

Sat 5 June
2:30  4:30

There will be a MINI PLANT SALE at all the gardens
with a selection of Perennials, Annuals, Vegetables, Herbs and Houseplants

FUCHSIA PERFECT

Page 3

Derek Dexter's enthusiasm for his "hobby" of growing fuchsias knows no bounds, as clearly demonstrated by
his Zoom talk on Tuesday 20 April. In one and a half hours, with (it seemed) scarcely a pause for breath, he
described the transition of his various greenhouses from a small, insulated growhouse inside a larger glass
structure to his current polytunnel facility, allowing space for up to four thousand plants. Here's a selection of
Derek's useful information.
• Keep white fuchsias such as White King (pictured right) in the shade, as sunshine
will turn them pinkish.
• Hormone rooting powder or gel is unnecessary when taking fuchsia cuttings. In fact
it can actively hinder root growth.
• Use of SB Plant Invigorator will both feed plants and kill pests.
• In March and April, when new growth is beginning to appear on bare stems, spray
plants with water and in 1015 days there will be an even "breakout" of new leaves.
• All vine weevils are female. Use Provado for effective treatment of vine weevil
grubs, particularly in containers.
• Fuchsia gall mite (pictured left) is windborne and there is currently nothing on
the market that will kill it. Cut off tips of any affected plant and do not put these
on the compost heap or in a recycling bin. Instead, dispose of the infected
material in a household waste bin, to go into landfill.
• Using a sixcell tray for cuttings will result in faster growth than if cuttings are
planted in individual pots.
• Finally, make sure you label all your cuttings!
Derek's photos of the beautiful fuchsias which he grows has tempted many of us to purchase a selection of
these plants to enjoy. You may contact him for more details on derek.dexter@yahoo.com
Remember the summer of 2019? You may have forgotten what the weather was like back then, but anyone
who attended the Club's monthly meeting that August will surely remember the somewhat heated debate
between our esteemed speaker and one member of the audience, on the subject of potting compost.
Both the RHS and BBC Gardeners' World endorse the use of peatfree compost, so here are a few facts.
RHS GUIDE TO PEATFREE POTTING COMPOST
What exactly is it?
• Maufacturers' recipes may vary, but in general the ingredients can be a combination of
coir, wool and bracken, wood fibre or composted bark, grit, sharp sand, perlite and
rockwool. This type of compost tends to hold water longer than the peatbased sort.
How do you use it?
• Look for compost with a fine, fluffy texture that will hold its structure well.
• Compost may look dry on the top of seed trays or pots but remain wet underneath the surface. Judge when
is the best time to water by the weight of the pot and water only when it feels light. Overwatering can cause
seeds to rot. Read instructions on the bag for a guide to watering.
• Try making your own leaf mould, which can then be sieved and added to proprietary compost for an even
more sustainable alternative to peatbased compost.
THE SECRET GARDEN
The Secret Garden behind Saint Leonard’s church in Hove
has recently become less of a secret! More and more
people are visiting this amazing place which has become a
real sanctuary to so many, especially during this past very
difficult year.
A group of volunteers work together every Saturday (from
11am) to maintain and promote this already established
garden. With restrictions being lifted from 17 May, we
welcome on board anyone with time to spare and a love of
gardening.
Please contact us at Secretgardengroup@outlook.com for
more information. Also to pop in and enjoy the peace and
beauty of this lovely community space.
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TOP OF THE POTS!
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Congratulations to Sue Elwick on retaining her
number one spot this month!
2 Lyn Burrows, 3 Joyce Painting, 4 Chris Redknap, 5 Eileen Prodger,
6 Marion King, 7 Leila Philips, 8 Chris ThorntonClough,
9 Audrey Buttimer, 10 Graham Dwyer
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As usual, all contributions will appear on the website gallery
Please send entries for next month's TOTP to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 18 May
SALE!!!
HGC super Diamond
Jubilee canvas tote bags
are now only £2.00 each,
when purchased at any of
the Members' Garden
Visits 2021. Ditch your
plastic carrier bags forever
and help save the planet
with one of our fabulous
bags. They make great
gifts for friends, too!

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS
1) A variety of fig.
2) Claude Monet.
3) A welldrained neutral or slightly alkaline soil in a
position of full sun.

Bulletin editor: Marilyn High
Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
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