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MEMBERS' GARDEN VISITS UPDATE
Our first Open Gardens Event on Saturday 22 May was a great
success despite the inclement weather. The event was
thoroughly enjoyed by hosts and guests alike, as portrayed in
the photos on page 2.
Sadly we regret to inform everyone who was hoping to attend
Leila's open garden on Saturday 5 June that Leila has had to
cancel her event, with sincere apologies to all who had booked
a visit to her garden. There are still vacancies at the other four
open gardens on Saturday 5 June, so please contact Tessa by
text on 07751 852129 if you'd like to book a visit.
Right: Plants sheltering from the rain at Marion's Open Garden

UNMISSABLE ZOOM TALK at 7.30pm on 15 JUNE

JUNE HINTS AND TIPS

• Prune deciduous springflowering shrubs such

Jeremy Prescott's talk is entitled The Miracle Flower 
from Flanders Field to the Tower of London, and tells
the story of the Remembrance poppy.
Jeremy is a retired Army Lt. Colonel who has served in
Dhoha, Oman and Northern Ireland. His fee is to be
donated to the charity Combat Stress.

MARION'S QUIZ
1) Which type of bean shares its name with a musical
instrument related to the recorder?
2) How is Dutch elm disease spread?
3) What is a Hylotelephium "Autumn Joy"?
Answers on Page 4

as Weigela and Forsythia, which will allow
time for development of new growth that will
carry next year's flowers.
• Deadhead repeatflowering roses to
encourage a good display all summer.
• Harden off tender crops such as tomatoes,
courgettes, squashes and sweetcorn prior to
planting out in the garden.
• Climbers such as Clematis, Wisteria and
Jasmine should be regularly tied into
supports.
• Remove blanket weed from ponds by twisting
it around a stick or rake. Leave the blanket
weed at the side of the pond for a day to
enable creatures to return to the pond.
Blanket weed can then be composted.
• Protect soft fruit berries from birds by netting
tautly and securing.
• Cut back earlyflowering perennials such as
Pulmonaria and Oriental Poppies if they look
tired or have mildew, to encourage a second
flush of foliage.
• Let your lawn grow longer and mow less often,
or even leave some areas uncut, to provide
nectar and pollen for bees and butterflies.
• Keep strawberry plants well watered,
especially if in pots or growing bags. Towards
the end of the month plants will start
producing runners. If you want more plants,
peg down a few runners into small pots of
compost and they should root fairly quickly,
after which the new plantlets can be
separated by cutting away from the mother
plant. Unneeded runners should be removed
so they don't compete for water and nutrients
and affect the quality of your crop.

THE INAUGURAL MEMBERS' OPEN GARDENS EVENT
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Despite the Great British weather trying its best to literally put the dampers on the Club's first social event
since February 2020 there were smilesaplenty on Saturday 22 May, as pictured below.

Above: Echiums at Marilyn's garden
Left: Chris TC showing visitors around
her large garden

Above: Marion's greenhouse display
Right: Enjoying tea and cake at Marilyn's

Above: Marion's nursery open for business
Left: Happy shoppers at Marion's

Tea, cakes, raffle tickets and plant sales all contributed to an afternoon of unanimous enjoyment.
There are still a few spaces remaining at the four gardens opening on 5 June, and this is your last
chance to visit Marilyn's garden before she and Graham move to Henfield. Other gardens open belong to
Marion King, Jacky Holt and Jenny Taylor. Full booking details can be found in the May Bulletin.

THE GARDEN JUNGLE
Zoom talk by Professor Dave Goulson on Tuesday 18 May
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Professor Goulson treated us to a really informative Zoom presentation packed with useful facts, hints and
terrific illustrations of this fascinating subject. We learned that:

• In the last 26 years, numbers of common UK butterfly species have fallen by 46 percent, and rarer species
are down by 77 percent.

• Lacewing larvae are important predators of crop pests such as aphids.
• The Great Yellow Bumblebee is now extinct in England and Wales, with only a relatively small number to be
found in Scotland.

• If absorbed into a water course, one dose of a pets' flea control pesticide can kill sixty million honey bees!
• Insect pollination is essential for 87 percent of all plant species, and most wildflowers would become extinct
without insect pollination.

Best plants (overall) for attracting pollinators:
Left to right:
Calamintha nepeta,
Helenium autumnale (Sneezewort),
Geranium Rozanne

Best plants to atract bees:

Best native plant species for pollinators:

Clockwise from above left:
Echium vulgare (Viper's Bugloss),
Stachys byzantia (Lambs' Ear),
Nepeta racemosa (Catmint),
Knautia macedonica, Agastache foeniculum,
Knautia scabiosa (Greater Knapweed),
Echium vulgare, Origanum vulgare

Here are a few of Professor Goulson's solutions for making your garden more insect friendly:

• Make use of cottage garden perennials and biennials in preference to annual bedding plants, and select
singleflowered rather than doubleflowered varieties.

• Plant flowering trees such as Lime, Laburnum, Horse Chestnut and fruit trees.
• Make bee and earwig hotels. To attract mason bees, drill 8mm holes in a suitable piece of wood.
• A hoverfly "lagoon" can be made by choosing a suitable container filled with water and then adding sufficient
organic matter to leave a shallow layer of water on top. Within a few days female hoverflies should visit,
laying their eggs in the shelter of the "lagoon".

Very many thanks to Tessa and Jacky for arranging yet another fabulous talk, which was much enjoyed by
Club members.
CALLING ALL WILDLIFE POND PEOPLE!

Would you like some tadpoles?
If so, please phone Pat Winter (contact number in
the 2020 Schedule), who has hundreds of
tadpoles and can deliver them to your pond.

RSPB GREAT GARDEN BIRDWATCH
In January, we
were invited to
spend an hour
counting the
number of birds
visiting our
gardens and the
results are in!
1) House Sparrow (pictured); 2) Blue Tit;
3) Starling; 4) Blackbird; 5) Woodpigeon; 6) Robin;
7) Great tit; 8) Goldfinch; 9) Magpie;
10) Longtailed Tit
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TOP OF THE POTS!
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1 Sue Elwick, 2 Anne Ginnings,
3 Chris Redknap, 4 Marion King,
5 Graham Dwyer, 6 Joyce Painting,
7 Lyn Burrows, 8 Leila Philips,
9 Marilyn High
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All contributions will appear on the website gallery
Please send entries for next month's TOTP to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 22 June
MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Flageolet.
2) The Elm Bark Beetle carries a fungus from tree to tree.
3) Sedum 'Autumn Joy'. It's the new change of name for upright forms of Sedums with large succulent leaves
and thick roots.

A TIP FROM SARAH RAVEN

Bulletin editor: Marilyn High

Cut circles of capillary matting and place in saucers or trays
beneath your outside pots and containers to help cut
watering time. This is preferable to waterretaining granules
added to the compost, as this can cause roots to rot if there
is a wet summer.

Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
WEBSITE : hovegardeningclub.co.uk

