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WINNING SMILES
The Clubwide raffle raised a total of £250 and the First Prize winner was
Sheila Garcia, pictured receiving her fruit basket from Leila. Photos of all
prize winners will be published on the website. Money raised will help to
pay for Speakers and future events, so many thanks to everyone who
bought raffle tickets.
Other prize winners were:
Brenda Cherriman,
Carol Collis, Sue Elwick,
Sarah O'Dair, Pat Winter,
Rita George, Maria Gardiner,
Janice Mottram and
Sue Hellings
See website for more photos.
Left: A selection of prizes

NEXT ZOOM MEETING at 7.30pm on 20 JULY
Calling All Quizzers!
Marion will be hosting another Quiz Night to test your
general and horticultural knowledge. No prizes, just
the honour of being crowned "Brain of Hove
Gardening Club".
Please join us for an evening of fun, laughter and
more of Marion's fiendish questions. Jacky will be
sending members an email link nearer the date.

The photo shows a happy screen shot from a recent
Zoom talk. If you've missed out on any such talks or
aren't sure how to use Zoom, please contact Jacky
Holt (phone number in the 2020 Schedule) and she
can arrange to visit you to explain how to login to our
amazing evening events.
Don't miss out!

Above: Leila and Sheila

JULY HINTS AND TIPS

• Harvest ripe seeds of herbs such as dill,
caraway and fennel for use in cooking.

• Check courgette plants regularly and harvest

fruits when they are between four and five
inches long, to ensure a long cropping period.
• Plant autumnflowering bulbs such as
Colchicums and Nerines.
• Continue clearing blanket weed and debris from
ponds. Leave any material you remove at the
side of the pond for a while to allow creatures to
get back into the water.
• During dry spells ensure leafy crops such as
lettuce and chard have sufficient water at their
roots to prevent bolting (producing flowers).
• Apple, pear and plum trees may set more fruit
than ideal. Trees will naturally discard fruit
during the "June drop" but it may still be
necessary to thin further, to improve the size
and quality of remaining fruit.
• Provide safe places for young frogs to hide by
having lowgrowing plants around the edges of
your pond.
• Start collecting seed from plants you want to
grow again, especially annuals such as
Calendula, Nigella and Papaver somniferum
(opium poppy).
• Clean houseplant foliage by wiping dust from
smoothleaved plants and using a soft brush for
spiny or hairy plants.
MARION'S QUIZ
1) What is a 'scape'?
2) Bee, butterfly and early purple are all species
of which genus of flowering plant?
3) When is the correct season for pruning plums?
Answers on Page 4

THE SECOND MEMBERS' OPEN GARDENS EVENT
What a difference a (sunny) day makes!
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The afternoon of Saturday 5 June provided a stark contrast, weatherwise, to the Members' Open Gardens
inaugural event two weeks earlier. It was shirtsleeve order with al fresco tea, coffee and cakes adding to the
enjoyment shared by guests and hosts alike, as can be seen in the photos.

Clockwise from top:
Guests enjoying
Jacky's sumptuous
spread,
Marion's garden
visitors,
Jacky with Audrey
and her special
90th birthday cake,
teatime at Jenny's,
customers at
Jenny's plant sale

Sales of plants and raffle tickets were as popular as they were on 22 May. The raffle was drawn by Leila and
Marion on Monday 7 June. Photos of all the prize winners will be published on the website along with
additional images from the afternoon's event which was unanimously declared a great success, much enjoyed
by all. A total of £736 was raised on the two event afternoons, which will go into Club funds, helping to pay for
Speakers in the coming months.
We hope to repeat the experience with similar events in late summer or early autumn.
Watch this space for more details.

"THE MIRACLE FLOWER"
Zoom talk by Jeremy Prescott on Tuesday 15 June
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Jeremy described how poppies came to be associated with death, tracing their story from Flanders Fields to
the Tower of London. Here are a few fascinating facts.

• Moina Michael first described the poppy as "The Miracle Flower" after reading
John McCrae's poem "In Flanders Fields" in The Ladies' Home Journal.
• The first record of a poppy having been pressed between the pages of a book
by a soldier on the Western Front occurred in May 1916.
• Mitchell's Collar Factory on the Old Kent Road became a poppy factory, the
poppies being made by disabled veterans.
• On 28 June 2012 a million poppies were released over London by Bomber Command.
• In June 2014 a soldier planted the first handcrafted ceramic poppy at the Tower of London. Many of the
poppies were later sold for £25 each.
Very many thanks to Tessa and Jacky for organising this thoughtprovoking talk.
CUTTINGS AND CAKES MASTERCLASS
Monday 16 August 2:00  4:00pm
August is generally a good time for taking shrubby perennial cuttings and our experts, Marion King and Pat
Winter (naturally) will be on hand to advise. They will tackle such thorny issues as what kind of cutting to take:
basal, leaf, root, softwood or hardwood and when and how to take them.
Fuelled by tea, coffee and cake, the session is open to all Club members. Numbers permitted will depend on
Covid19 regulations in force (or whatever members are comfortable with).
As before, please text Tessa on 07751 852129 and book early to be sure of a place.
VENUE: Marion King's garden. See 2020 Schedule for the Shoreham address.

LOCKDOWN LEISURE
by Pat Winter
For exercise during lockdown I walked along roads in Hove. It could have
been dully repetitive, so I took more notice of the front gardens: occupiers
spent time and effort making them attractive to passersby, so why not
appreciate them, capture the mood of the gardens and note interesting
planting? I also noticed the surprisingly varied and detailed house
architecture.
I wrote a 2page guide for St Leonard’s Road, and Tessa and Jacky
walked it with me. We had a very jolly time chatting about our
impressions, and talking to some house owners who were delighted that
their garden care had been appreciated.
If you would like to see the guide, please contact me:
pat.winter@ntlworld.com
HINTS AND TIPS FROM TOM BROWN
Head Gardener at West Dean Gardens
If you’re growing tomatoes in a greenhouse then try to avoid watering after
3pm so that the tomato foliage has a chance to dry before temperatures
cool in the evening.
Ventilate your greenhouse to give plants a better chance to grow healthily
as the temperature inside can soar towards the end of May. Apply a layer of
shading to reduce the effect of the powerful sunshine, but ventilation is also
vital. Healthy plant growth is stimulated by air movement, and it also
reduces the levels of disease and pests. First thing in the morning, open
greenhouse vents and, on warm, sunny days, open the door fully to
ensure good air circulation.
Baskets are a great way to add colour to your garden and you can grow
summer bedding, strawberries, herbs or even hanging tomatoes in baskets.
They need watering every day and feeding once a week with a dilute tomato
fertiliser. Preferably use a peatfree compost.
Right: The pergola at West Dean Gardens

TOP OF THE POTS!
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Congratulations to Lyn Burrows on being Number One for the
first time this year, with her extremely colourful hanging basket
and its ornithologically themed bracket!
The rest of the lineup is as follows:
2 Marilyn High, 3 Pat Ashby, 4 Leila Philips, 5 Anne Ginnings,
6 Graham Dwyer, 7 Linda Church, 8 Sue Elwick,
9 Chris ThorntonClough, 10 Marion King
It is always a pleasure to receive photographs of Members'
horticultural endeavours. If you haven't yet participated, we
would love to hear from you. Don't be shy! It's just a bit of fun.
For details details of how to enter, see below.
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All contributions will appear on the website gallery
Please send entries for next month's TOTP to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 20 July

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS

Bulletin editor: Marilyn High

1) The flower head of a garlic plant
2) Orchid
3) Summer, when there is less risk of
Silver Leaf disease

Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
WEBSITE : hovegardeningclub.co.uk

