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JANUARY PARTY 2022
We still don't know if there will be a Club party next January but the
Photo Competition will definitely take place. Prizes of gardening
vouchers to the value of £10 and £5 will be awarded for First and
Second place in each of the three categories, which are:
A) Plants on Pavements
B) Our Feathered Friends
C) Trees in Winter
As far as category A) is concerned, you may have already spotted a
pavement near you which is adorned with colourful plants. The photos
on Page 2 should give you inspiration for your competition entries.
ZOOM TALK at 7:30pm on TUESDAY 17 AUGUST
British Alstroemerias and the UK Cut Flower Industry

Ben Cross is a fourth generation grower of
Alstroemerias and owner of the Crosslands Flower
Nursery in Walberton, near Arundel. His talk covers
the history of the Nursery, how he grows and
maintains the crop and the need for more support for
British flowers and their growers.
Jacky will be sending Club members a link to Ben's
talk nearer the date.
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
As of 19 July in England, although Covid19
restrictions have been relaxed, official advice is that
everyone should remain cautious while managing the
risks, as cases of the virus are still high.
Your Committee have therefore decided to continue
using Zoom for the Tuesday Members' meetings.

AUGUST HINTS AND TIPS

• Take semiripe cuttings of evergreen shrubs

such as Choisya, Hebe and Lavender. Select
cuttings from this year's growth, ideally non
flowering stems with a short distance on the
stem between leaves. Cuttings three to four
inches long should have firm wood at the base
and softer growth at the top.
• Remove tips of runner bean shoots once the
plants reach the top of their support. Regular
picking when the pods are eight inches long
should allow cropping for eight weeks or more.
• Continue deadheading plants such as dahlias,
roses and summer annuals to prolong displays
until early autumn.
• Check fruit trees for signs
of brown rot and remove
any fruit with buffcoloured
pustules (often in
concentric rings, see
photo) which will reduce
further spread of fungal
disease.
• If water butts are empty this is an ideal time to
give them a thorough clean.
• Leave seed heads of Sunflowers, Teasels,
Lavender and Verbena bonariensis so that
garden birds can enjoy an autumn feast.
• In the warmest weeks of summer it is safe to
move many houseplants outdoors, but it is
important to place them somewhere they won't
get scorched in bright sunlight and where they
have some protection should there be cooler
nights.

A TIP FROM SARAH RAVEN

MARION'S QUIZ

Mix petroleum jelly with an equal quantity of rock
salt and smear this around the outside edge of pots.
Hopefully this will keep your containergrown plants
slug and snail free.

1) What are Fiddleheads?
2) What are Linden trees commonly known as?
3) Whose garden is at Perch Hill?

PLANTS ON PAVEMENTS
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Have you noticed the current trend towards pavement planting on Hove's streets? Welbeck Avenue and
Hallyburton Road are spearheading this movement, as can be seen in the photos, featuring both traditional
bedding plants and wildflowers.
We'd love to see more examples, so please send your photographs to hgcenquiries@gmail.com

Above: Two pictures taken in Welbeck Avenue
Left: Two fine displays in Hallyburton Road

WHEN HARRY MET... CHARLIE
By Marion King
A few weeks ago we had a lovely little hedgehog visit us,
who kept us amused with his antics. Unfortunately, this
was happening during the day which is not a good time for
hedgehogs to be about. Charlie, our female tortoise was
not amused, as Harry the hedgehog took up residence in
her summer house, so she ended up sleeping under a
bush. We fed Harry on cat food, suggested by various
friends who have looked after hedgehogs.
Later that week we noticed Harry was running around the
garden imitating Sir Mo Farah. When I put some food in his bowl, he came right up to me and thought about
nibbling my toes and followed me everywhere. David came out to see what was going on and Harry began
following him and sniffing at his feet. We went indoors and looking out of the window watched Harry in hot
pursuit chasing a pigeon round the garden.
That was the last time we saw Harry until three days later David found him in a very poorly condition lying on the
ground. He phoned the local vet who took Harry and monitored him for nearly two weeks, treating him and
making sure he put on weight, which he has done. In fact, he doubled in size. The vet returned him to our
garden, where I had installed a hedgehog house and feeding station in the hope that Harry continues to improve
and maybe eats some of my slugs.
The only problem is, how to do you train a hungry hedgehog that the vet has called ‘a hog with attitude’? The
folowing morning, the feeding station was turned upside down, no food anywhere and Harry not in his new
house. We found him tucked up in Charlie's summer house and poor old Charlie had to sleep under a bush
again, so we've treated Charlie to a new summer house.
Harry seems to be settling in quite nicely. He's regular as clockwork appearing about 9:15 each evening, going
straight to his feeding station then walking round the garden, stopping occasionally to have a drink of water.
However Charlie was not at all impressed as Harry has taken up residence in the original summer house again.
Charlie is now sleeping in the first house and Harry uses the one behind but we
have a brand new empty hedgehog house at the back of the garden!
STOP PRESS! Recently I put fresh bedding in
Charlie's house with some straw and a sheet of
newspaper. I watched Charlie go in about 6pm. The
following morning ALL of the bedding was in Harry's
house!
Right: Hog sniffing (David's) clogs
Left: Hog with attitude

CUTTINGS AND CAKES MASTERCLASS
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Are there plants you’d like to propagate, so that you can increase your stock or give them to friends? Then
come along to Marion King’s garden on

Monday 16 August from 2pm to 4pm
and find out when is the best time for each type of plant, and how to do it, helped along by tea, coffee,
Marion’s prizewinning cakes and Pat's gardening expertise.
Book beforehand to be sure of a place: Please text Tessa on 07751 852129
If you like, you can do some propagating on the day: just bring some plant material with you. It could be a
clump you have dug up and would like to divide, or a little branch of a shrub with shoots (in a plastic bag to
keep it moist), or other material. Soil, potting compost and pots will be available.
SEASONAL RECIPE: COURGETTE CAKE
This year Marilyn and Graham's muck heap is home to a dozen courgette
and squash plants which have yielded a bumper harvest. The photo shows
just one day's picking, filling Graham's wheelbarrow, resulting in the need to
experiment with new recipes. Courgette cake has been a popular and
different use for squashes of all types, so why not try it?
You'll need: 80ml vegetable oil, 150g light brown sugar, 2 eggs,
160g grated courgette, 180g plain flour, 2 tsp baking powder,
2 tsp ground cinnamon, ¼ tsp salt, 2 tbsp demerara sugar
Method:
Preheat oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6
Grease a 900g/2lb loaf tin and line with baking paper
Mix together the oil, light brown sugar and eggs until smooth
Stir in the grated courgette
In a separate bowl, mix together the flour, baking powder, cinnamon and salt
Add the dry ingredients into the courgette mixture and stir until combined
Transfer the batter to the loaf tin and sprinkle the top with demerara sugar
Bake for 45–55 minutes, or until a skewer inserted into the centre of the loaf
comes out clean
Leave for a while to cool in the tin, then turn out onto a wire rack and leave to cool completely before slicing.
For extra texture and flavour, stir 70g each of chopped walnuts and raisins into the batter just before pouring
into the tin. For extra decadence, drizzle with a lemony icing!

CRAFTY KIDS' CORNER

CURLICUECUMBER

Here's a picture of Marion's curly cucumber.
We'd love to publish your photos of funny
vegetables.
Please send them to:
hgcenquiries@gmail.com

Keep children (and grandchildren!) occupied indoors on a
rainy day. Try making cane toppers, which are not only
colourful but will help protect eyes and faces from sharp
ends of garden canes.
Suitable materials to use are airdrying clay and plastic
bottles or cups, which can then be decorated with
permanent pens, paint, googly eyes and pipe cleaners.
So why not recycle plastic containers creatively!

TOP OF THE POTS!
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Congratulations to Eileen Prodger on being Number One
For the rest of the lineup, see below
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2 Marion King, 3 Chris ThorntonClough,
4 Joyce Painting, 5 Graham Dwyer,
6 Anne Ginnings, 7 Sue Elwick, 8 Lyn Burrows, 9 Leila Philips, 10 Marilyn High
Many thanks to all those who took part
All contributions will appear on the website gallery
Please send entries for next month's TOTP to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 17 August

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS

Bulletin editor: Marilyn High

1) The furled fronds of a young fern,
harvested for use as a vegetable
2) Lime trees
3) Sarah Raven

Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
WEBSITE : hovegardeningclub.co.uk

