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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Tuesday 16 November 2021
The Committee have decided to hold our 2021 AGM using Zoom, as we are still uncertain of the restrictions
governing groups of people meeting in enclosed halls.
Membership renewal forms will be posted in early October and these may be completed either online or by
post. Also to be posted are the Agenda, 2020 Minutes, Committee nomination form and Accounts. The
annual subscription will remain at £12.00. If you would like to join our Committee for 2021/2022 please contact
Marion or any Committee member for further information.
ZOOM TALK ON TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
UK Birds, from Sutherland to Shoreham
Peter Lovett is a
retired biologist and
businessman who is
active in conservation,
leading nature walks,
photography, history,
church architecture,
languages and public
Above: Great Crested Grebes
speaking. He is a
member of the RSPB, Sussex Ornithology Society
and many other specialist groups. His talk takes us
on a whistlestop tour of UK birds throughout the
year from Sutherland to Shoreham.
Peter's talk starts at 7:30pm and Jacky will email a
link nearer the date.
Right: Gully (do you think the talk
might mention him?)
Below: Turnstone

SEPTEMBER HINTS AND TIPS

• Plant flowering bulbs such as daffodils, scilla,
crocus and hyacinths in borders and pots.
(Tulips should not be planted until November.)
• Pond maintenance can be done with minimum
impact on wildlife, since the breeding season for
amphibians has finished and these creatures
have not yet gone into hibernation.
• Pick off rosemary beetles and larvae (see article
on Page 2) from rosemary and lavender plants if
infestations are causing noticeable damage.
• Harvest apples and pears when fruit can be
twisted easily from branches. Store only
unblemished fruit, ideally with stalk intact, in a
single layer and not touching each other. Keep
in a cool, dark, frostfree and wellventilated
place.
• Towards the end of the month plant new
perennials, as garden soil will be warm and
moisture levels increasing.
• Dry herbs such as thyme, oregano and bay for
use during autumn and winter.
• Remove old leaves from around strawberry
plants as they can harbour pests and diseases.
This is also a good time to put new strawberry
plants into the ground.
JEAN HILLYER

MARION'S QUIZ
1) Which vegetable is the main ingredient in
Sauerkraut?
2) What does the offshore wind farm along the
Sussex coast have in common with the
Sussex county flower?
3) Which fruit, grown in many Asian countries is
considered one of the stinkiest in the world?

We are very sorry to announce the recent death of
Jean Hillyer, who was probably our longest serving
member and a mainstay of the Club. She joined the
committee in December 1979 and was the Treasurer
from 1981 to 1998. Jean was
appointed Vice President in
1998 and served in that role
until 2010. Jean will be
remembered for her friendly
welcome at meetings, where
she presided over the
competitions. We would like to
extend sincere condolences to
all Jean's family.

BRITISH ALSTROEMERIAS AND THE UK CUTFLOWER INDUSTRY
Zoom talk by Ben Cross
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On Tuesday 17 August we were treated to an excellent talk by Ben Cross, the owner of Crosslands Flower
Nursery in Walberton, near Arundel. Ben's enthusiastic and informative presentation included a tour of his
enormous greenhouse containing a large number of raised beds, where Alstroemerias abound.
A few of the facts we learned were:
• Alstroemeria seeds were first brought to Europe by Baron Klas von Alströmer
of Sweden.
• Flower stems are handpicked, not cut, by pulling out of the ground. The
crop is harvested when buds resemble green bullets, not too tightly closed.
• No chemicals are used at Crosslands. The ground is hand weeded and
pests kept at bay using biological control methods such as the Encarsia
formosa wasp for whitefly and Phytoseiulus persimilis for red spider mite.
• There is no need to use flower food sachets in vases containing Crosslands'
Alstroemerias.
• Ben recommended growing Alstroemerias in pots, so that the pH of the
planting medium can be adjusted to give a slightly acidic soil. Heavy clay
soils are unsuitable for their cultivation.

Above: Ben's favourite Alstoemeria, Dana

Club members were encouraged to support our
local flower shops rather than buying imported
supermarket flowers and to always buy British.
You can purchase bunches of four Crosslands'
Alstroemerias (Posy Grade) for £20, including
postage to mainland UK. Please phone
01243 552247 or 07712 332241 to order.

ROSEMARY BEETLE

Rosemary beetle is an insect that eats the foliage
and flowers of various aromatic plants, such as
rosemary, lavender, sage, thyme and some other
related plants.
It has spread rapidly since first found the late
1990s. It is now widespread throughout England
and Wales. Both the adult beetles and the larvae
feed on the foliage and flowers of host plants, and
are most active between late summer and spring.
Host plants often survive populations of this beetle
without any noticeable adverse effects and so
control is not usually necessary.
More information is available on the RHS website
www.rhs.org.uk

Encarsia formosa wasp

Phytoseiulus persimilis mite

WISLEY GLOW
19 November  4 January
Wander the enchanted trail around the garden to see
some of Wisley's iconic sights in a new and dazzling
light. Venture through Seven Acres, the Rock
Garden and Wisteria Walk as well as other garden
areas. Marvel at the magnificent trees and shrubs
bathed in a spectrum of light. Tickets available by
advance booking only cost £8.95 for RHS members
or £16.00 for nonmembers. Opening times vary.
Open till 9pm.
If you'd be interested in a carshare trip to Wisley,
please contact Maria Gardiner (for phone number
see the 2020 Schedule).

CUTTINGS AND CAKE MASTERCLASS
by Tessa Lindop
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The sun smiled down on our Cuttings and Cake event in Marion’s garden on 16th August, greeting incoming
Gardening Club members clutching stems of perennials and shrubs in readiness for Pat Winter’s Masterclass
on taking cuttings.
One of the secrets of Pat’s success (both in taking cuttings and in her clear concise communication of what,
why, how, when and where) is her wide understanding and knowledge of the needs of plants. We felt for that
little cutting as with one snip it was deprived of parent, moisture and nutrients: “Ugh! What happened? Where
am I?”. Pat, aided by Marion who supplied appropriate compost, dibber, pot, plastic bag, water etc. with
enormous speed (it was a bit like an operating theatre), took the cutting, snipped off the growing point, stripped
off the lower leaves, put the cutting gently in the prepared pot, watered and finally covered it with a plastic
bag. Gently is the key word here! After more cuttings and questions – loads of questions, we just had time to
sample the cakes – all absolutely delicious. These deserve an article of their own but our editor tells me
there’s no space. From Marion: ginger cake, fruit cake and a Swedish apricot and almond cake and from
Sandra Payne, Victoria sandwich with homemade raspberry and mint jam.
The sun still shone as we said goodbye. Those of you who hoped for a mention of Charlie the tortoise and
Harry the hedgehog (see August Bulletin) are unlucky. They didn’t come out to play.
For the technically minded, here are Pat’s words of wisdom:
• Prepare a pot of moist, free draining compost, e.g. mix of compost, soil
and either perlite or horticultural grit.
• Cut nonflowering shoots about 10 cm long from a healthy part of a
perennial or shrub. Pinch out the tip of each cutting and strip off lower
leaves, leaving three or four remaining at the top.
• To stop cuttings drying out while preparing them, put them in a plastic
bag with a little water.
• Make holes near the edge of the pot, put a cutting gently into each hole
and gently move the soil against them. Do not press down hard.
• Put a plastic bag over the pot, secure with an elastic band and place in
a sheltered, shady spot.
• Ensure the soil doesn’t dry out but is not waterlogged.
• The old leaves should look fresh, not limp. Remove any that fall off.
• Look regularly for new shoot growth, and roots through the base that
show your cutting has taken.
• Ideal times to take cuttings are: Softwood such as Fuchsia, May or
June. Semihardwood such as Lavender, June. Hardwood such as
Dogwood, October or November.
Hopefully there will be more Masterclasses in the New Year. Watch this space!

TOP OF THE POTS!
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Congratulations to Joyce Painting on being Number One
2 Lyn Burrows, 3 Leila Philips, 4 Viv Shearer, 5 Pat Ashby,
6 Chris ThorntonClough, 7 Marion King, 8 Brenda Cherriman,
9 Anne Ginnings, 10 Sue Elwick
All contributions will appear on the website gallery
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OCTOBER PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

TOP OF THE PLOTS!
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Next month's competition invites you to send us a photo of EITHER a pot or container OR a view
of your garden or allotment. Send your entries to hgcenquiries@gmail.com by Tuesday 21 September.
All points won over the last six months will be added up and prizes for
First, Second and Third place will be awarded.

MARION'S QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Cabbage
2) The name, Rampion
3) Durian

Bulletin editor: Marilyn High
Please refer to the 2020 Schedule
for details of Committee Members.
WEBSITE : hovegardeningclub.co.uk

